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Taking risks, Making friends
Every waking moment
Ronald Carrier marks his 20th
anniversary as president of JMU

Dr. Ronald E. Carrier just can't stick to the straight and narrow- or his commencement
speech- when he has a better idea for JMU.
"If any of you has $3 million to give to JMU, I'd be glad to name the new College of Business Building after you," he booms across the Convocation Center to the 1990 graduates and
parents assembled for December Commencement.
When Carrier spies a JMU need or an opportunity he defies orthodoxy in exchange for results.
He sealed a deal on the hood of a car to buy an option on $4.1 million worth of land across
Interstate 81 from the main campus. "We 'II take it," he said, without a penny in his pocket.
He picked up state funding for a new building one year by promising the Virginia General
Assembly that he'd never come back for more. Then he promptly broke that promise by
showing up again the next year with another request. When a legislator called him on his
promise, Carrier simply told the assembled delegates the truth: "I lied." The legislators broke
up, and Carrier left Richmond with another appropriation.
Despite the bleakest state budget he has faced in his 20 years at JMU, this walking workshop in alternative leadership styles is determined to get the new College of Applied Science
and Technology up and running in this decade. He's persuaded nine of 10 needed businesses
and industries to finance the interest on a $1 million Joan for the new college's planning
costs.
Since he first arrived at Madison College on an icy January day in 1971, this selfdescribed risk-taker has worked his persuasive charm on students, faculty, staff, parents,
alumni, business leaders, politicians and government officials and come away with good
deals for JMU. Along the way Carrier has left people laughing and liking both him and JMU.
Driving his pedal-to-the-metal spirit is but one priority: his vision of the JMU of tomorrow.
"Dr. Carrier thinks ahead 20 years and plans ahead 10 years," says JMU personnel director
Guthrie Allen, a longtime associate.
"I operate in the future all the time," confirms Carner, who alums remember as "Uncle
Ron" flipping burgers in D-Hall and joining :. 'ents for a beer at JMs.
"Through emotion, compassion, and force _,,netunes, through drive and through bemg as
many places as possible, you pull people into that vision," he says.
He has pulled with a unique tangle of conventional, outrageous, endearing and infuriating
tactics to change Madison College from a 4,000-student teachers college into a fully coeducational comprehensive regional university in a scant six years. In 1977, Madison College
was renamed JMU to reflect the institution's broadened scope and appeal.
"You must take advantage of the moment," says Carrier, whose 20 years of doing so have
built a name and national identity for JMU, alumni and future graduates. "You must have organization, structure, and you must have rules and control. But it can't be a detriment to innovation."
"A wise, careful person would have said no" to buymg the option on the land across the interstate, he says.
"It all fit together," he says of the chain of events hts empty-handed deal set off. The Virginia State Lottery began that year and provided the money for the acquisition. Soon after,
Carrier answered predictions of a shortage of science- and technology-oriented graduates in
the next century with the idea for the new college.
"We're the only university m Virginia to come up wtth a proposal like this," Carrier says.
'The new college will have a great impact."
Taking advantage of the moment is more than just an tdealized management style. It's a
practice Carrier must use just to keep up with himself.
Carrier has been known to operate on very little sleep and put in 14- to 16-hour days,
sometimes rising at 4 a.m. -especially when an idea is driving him. Before he ever gets to
Wilson Hall, he may read, work out, refine Ius idea, clean the kitchen, repot a flower, even
eat breakfast as he waits for a civilized hour to spring his idea on someone.
Once officially on duty, Carrier does what he does when he's off duty: telephones and visits donors and legislators; addresses audiences of alumni and parents; meets with faculty; delegates to staff; peers over shoulders; hikes across campus; makes notes for improvements;
pokes his nose into buildings; picks up litter; knocks snow from shrubbery. And he will still
read voraciously before he goes to bed.
His office is where he is, and that can be anywhere, from a chance meeting with a professor over a flower bed on the Quad to a real estate deal in Greenwich Village.
In the village, with two checks in his pocket- one for $5,000 an acre and one for $7,000
an acre- he snatched up the land for the Hillside residence halls from a New York investor.
"We never sat down," Carrier says. "We stood up all the time. I offered him five, and he took
it."
Carrier literally does business on the run. In the time it takes others to say hello, ask about
the kids and say I'll call about a meeting, Carrier has said hello, asked about the kids and
completed business. No formal meeting need follow.
Staffers are thankful to drive with him to Richmond just to get some undivided planning
time. God forbid he should get a car phone, they sigh.
Every waking moment is devoted to JMU, weekends and holidays alike, say faculty and
staff who sometimes receive early a.m. phone calls when an idea has struck Carrier in the
wee hours.
When someone invokes the hallowed TGIF, Carrier's usual riposte is "Only two more
working days til Monday."

BY PAM
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·"I am pulling with passion ... so JMU
will reach the future before it's here. "

v

Hand-in-hand with Carrier's fast-moving, free-wheeling leadership style is a heavy dose of
down-home deportment that allows him to get along with CEOs and gardeners, politicians and
housekeepers, Ph.D.s and construction workers.
"He feels as comfortable talking to the governor as he does talking to the dock foreman," says
friend and JMU donor Zane Showker, who has helped Carrier plant flowers in his mother's back·
yard in Tennessee.
.
"He can whittle and spit with the best of them," agrees Charles Wampler Jr., former JMU
Board of Visitors rector and longtime friend who sings gospel songs with Carrier when they travel by car. "He hasn't forgotten his humble roots in East Tennessee."
The lOth of 11 children, Carrier grew up in Bluff City, Tenn., a small town where he knew just
about everyone by name. His father worked at times as a tobacco farmer, merchant, plumber,
butcher and painter. His chance to attend to attend college came when his older brother Lavon, a Duke University graduate, offered to pay
his way.
Carrier took that opportunity and earned his
bachelor's at East Tennessee State University
and his master's and Ph.D. at the University of
Illinois. He taught at the University of Mississippi untill963, then went to Memphis State
University, where he ultimately became vice
president for academic affairs.
While at ETSU, he met and later married
Edith Johnson, a che.erleader and secretary of
the student government Carrier led as president. They have three children and four grandchildren.
Carrier still returns to Bluff City, gets his
hair cut in the saine barbershop he did 50 years
, ago, orders a fried egg sandwich at Hodges
_Confectionary (where there are still only six
items on the menu) and visits the swinging
bridge over the Holston River just to watch the
water and yell to the fishermen floating by.
He calls on that small-town sensitivity in his
business dealings for JMU, putting a personal
twist on professional relationships, remembering birthdays, children and family hardships.
"Dr. Carrier cares very deeply about people.
He knows about your children and what
they're doing," says Dr. Robert Scott, acting
vice president for academic affairs.
"He doesn't ask good-manners questions,"
says Dr. Barbara Castello; vice president for
sponsored research and external ptograms, "he
asks real questions."
Through such a mixture of public and ptivate lives, many initial contacts have become
laSting friendships for Carrier and fruitful partnerships for JMU.
· "You can't have a vision of what the future

should be if you're not sure who you are and where you came from," Carrier says.
Today, Carrier has a wealth of friends and colleagues who come up and say hello, whether
he's walking in Bluff City, on campus, in downtown Harrisonburg or downtown Richmond.
"People are drawn to him," says Carrier's executive assistant, Dr. Mark Warner.
In the last several years, Carrier has made a conscious change in the way he operates-, delegating more and more. But his campuS rounds and nose for ptogress keep him up to date. When he asks faculty and staff a question, chances are he already knows the answer. He lulls visitors
and audiences with his mountain accent, then zings them with his intellect.
"You can never forget he's the president," says AI Menard, acting vice president for student
. affairs. ·
,
Statistically, Carrier's 20 years at JMU make him the senior ptesident of Virginia public uni- ·
versities and place him in the company of
about 2 percent of all public university
presidents in the nation. The average tenure
is about four years.
·
"Other college ptesidents I've talked to
have inquired about my sanity," Carrier
says. He attributes his longevity to never
settling for the status quo or being satisfied
with his last achievement.
"To him it's never good enoug!)," says
Menard. "He keeps making it better."
Though the almost-completed College of
Business Building crowns a highly visible
and successful capital campaign for the college, Carrier continues to walk point. on
JMU's future.
"Expansion and improvement should always go on," Carr!er says. "It should never
stop."
As he beg\ns
'llst -year at fue helm o\
JMU, Carrier sa-ys he has no plans to retiie

his

soon.
"I have no other means' of gainful employment," he says.
Carrier has set his sights across the inter·
state. By the 21st century he sees the new
college with 3,000 students enrolled and
working in partnership with business, in-.
dustry and government. He also sees a new
campus center, a new recreation center and
a performing arts center drawing audiences
from up and down the Shenandoah Valley.
"I am pulling with passion ... so JMU
will reach the future before it's here," Carrier says. ·"My goal is io position this university to take advantage of what's ahead of us
and participate fully and with enthusiasm in
the 21st century."

-
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You are cordially invited
to the fifth annual
James Madison University Foundation
Benefit Art Auction
Saturday, April6, 1991
at the Homestead
in Hot Springs,' Virginia
Individual tickets available for $150 each. Includes
admission to exhibit/reception sponsored by Coors
Shenandoah Brewery and Dod Distributing Company;
d inner and auction; overnight accommodations;
Sunday morning breakfast and access to Homestead
golf and tennis facilities.

Deadline for reservations- February 8, 1991
For more information, call 703-568-6622
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FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Shortly before you received this issue of
Montpelier, I had the great pleasure of celebrating my 20th anniversary as president of James
Madison University.
It has been two decades since Edith and I and
the three children came from Memphis to Harrisonburg to become part of the university that has
played such an imponant role in all of our lives.
A great deal has changed in those 20 years.
The university has
grown and prospered,
reaching a position of
national prominence.
Our children are all
married and have
made Edith and I
grandparents several
times.
But one thing has
not changed a bit: I
haven't lost one iota
of the enthusiasm and
excitement about
James Madison University that I've had
since that icy January
.
morning in 1971
when I first went to my office in Wilson Hall.
JMU remains a vibrant, dynamic institution of
higher learning - a center of innovation and energy. Our university remains committed to quality, and I am proud to have contributed to JMU's
evolution into an outstanding institution.
In an interview with Montpelier editor Pam
Brock, I look back on some of the highlights of
the last 20 years at JMU and share my thoughts
on what the future holds for our university.
This issue also features the university's continuing commitment to the arts. People and programs at JMU who are associated with the fine
arts are spotlighted.
The fine arts have always been an integral pan
of the total education offered at JMU. The ans
expand our horizons, broaden our intellects and
make our world a richer place.
To be truly educated, one must have a knowledge of the great music, an and theater of the
world. We insist that our students gain this
knowledge as part of their overall education.
As a great university, it is JMU' s role to encourage an appreciation for the arts not only
among its students but also among its many
friends beyond the walls of the campus.
The university's commitment to the arts is
shown in the large numbers of exhibitions held
on campus, the many outstanding musical
groups, the variety of dramatic presentations, the
annual art auction; special an showings and the
many lectures and special programs sponsored.
JMU is also now working with the local community toward developing a much-needed reg10nal
center for the fine arts.
I hoi,>e you enjoy the variety of information
and stories that are contained in this issue of
your publication.

Ronald E. Carrier
President

JMU sets sights on new arts center

Building a major regional arts center to serve the Shenai_ldoah y all~y and fil_lin~ it with exciting performances
and enthusiastic audiences are the goals of a new commuruty-uruve~ItY. org~on.
.
"Our goals is to build the Shenandoah Valley Center for the Ans, srud HarJ:isonburg attorney Bonnie L. Paul•.a
former member of the JMU Board of Visitors who is chairperson of the corruruttee. Dr. Charles L. Shank, a Harrisonburg dentist, is vice-chairperson.
.
.
.
.
.
JMU President Ronald E. Carrier convened the 27-member comrrunee m Apnl to adviSe consultants hired by the
university to study the feasibility of building a performing arts center.
.
.
.
"We believe that a great university has a responsibility not only for ac~IIDc excell.ence but for servmg as a nch
cultural resource for the communities it serves," Carrier told the group at Its first meetmg.
The consulting team of architects, theater planners and arts programming specialists was led by Theatre Projects
Consultants, an internationally known firm based in London, England. During their six-month study, they interviewed civic and community leaders government officials, representatives of local arts organizations, JMU administrators, faculty and students. A regional telephone marketing survey also was conducted.
In a repon delivered to the community group in October, the consultants characterized the Shenandoah Valley as
an emerging arts market with a growing and increasingly sophisticated population. They concluded that "there is a
need for a 1,500- to I,800-seat regional performing arts center to present a combination of music, dance and theatre
produced by faculty ensembles, campus presenters and regional touring organizations."
They also recommended that the facility contain a 300-seat multi-purpose space, or "black box theater," for
smaller productions, rehearsals and other activities, and an 8,000-square foot an gallery. Costs for comparable facilities ranged from $9 million to $20 million, the repon said.
After receiving the repon, Carrier challenged the committee "to go forward with a project that we all believe will
fill a critical gap in the cultural development and maturity of the Shenandoah Valley as a one of the world's best
places to live."
.
The committee has accepted the challenge. Dr. Crystal Theodore, former head of JMU's art department, is designing a logo, which is expected to be unveiled in April at the JMU An Auction at The Homestead in Hot Springs.
The committee includes members representing Shenandoah Valley communities from Winchester to Waynesboro and Staunton. They are planning a series of events to introduce the committee and the arts center project. Contacts also have been made with regional arts centers built with university-community cooperation in comparable
communities across the country.

NEWS BRIEFS
JMU helps at-risk high school students
The JMU Student Literacy Corps, a new program at JMU, is helping to ensure success for a group of Harrisonburg High School freshmen.
The program links JMU students with ninth graders in HHS's Core Program, a program designed especially for
students who, due to poor attendance, low grades or behavior problems, are considered to be at risk for dropping
out of school.
"The JMU students serve as tutors, mentors and models for the high school students," says Dr. Gary Shaffer, director of JMU's Reading Center and project director for the Literacy Corps program. Each JMU student involved in
the project works at the high school six hours per week and receives course credit from JMU.
"The impact of the JMU students has been remarkable," says high school reading specialist and Core Program director Dr. Eunice Powell. "There's always someone there providing constant suppon for our students, answering
questions and providing a listening ear. Many times they find it easier to open up to the JMU students than to us."

James Madison String
Quartet makes debut
The new James Madison String Quartet presented its
first public concen last December in Anthony-Seeger Auditorium.
The quartet will continue to present formal chamber recitals on- andpff-campus, participate in community outreach programs and provide music for JMU functions. The ensemble also will conduct master classes, lead lectures
and demonstrations {or university music and liberal studies courses and opening quanet rehearsals for music students. The quartet, JMU's professional ensemble in-residence, is affiliated with the university's music department
and is primarily funded by at JMU Foundation grant.
Quartet members are violinist Marcia Kaufmann, violinist Paul McEnderfer, violist Scott Hosfed and cellist Dr.
Robery Ashby. The ensemble's repenoire includes works by Mendelssohn, Ravel and Haydn.
"It's not so common for a school of JMU's size to have a resident string quanet," said McEnderfer, an associate
professor of music at JMU. He has performed with many ensembles, including the Charlotte Symphony, Charleston
Symphony, Rochester Philharmonic, Boston Philharmonic, Bostop Pops and the Handel and Haydn Society.
Ashby, also an associate professor of music at JMU, has performed as a soloist and chamber musician in the Ori·ent, Europe and throughout the United States. He has served as principal cellist with the Spokane Symphony and
the Haydnfest Orchestra in Austria.

Minnis takes over Duke .Ciub
1982 JMU graduate Mike Minnis was named executive director of Duke Club and a5sumeo his fund-raising and
athletic promotions duties in November.
Minnis comes to JMU from Sports Productions Inc., where he served as executive vice president and coordinated
40 NBA preseason games, four major college intersectional matchups, two NFL preseason games and four Major
League Baseball games and was responsible for the JMU Television Network and consulted on the CAA Men's
Basketball Tournament.
Minnis, who received his master's in spons administration from St. Thomas University in Miami, Fla., has also
served as promotions assistant for the University of Florida and marketing assistant for the University of Miami.
Minnis replaces Alan Graham who left JMU in September to become athletic director at East Missouri State University.

Founders Weekend activities begin April 29
This year's Founders Weekend, scheduled for Aprill9-21, will be a weekend of celebration and activity for JMU
students, faculty, alumni and parents.
Alumni reunions, Parents Council activities and the FoundersArboretum Walk will revolve around the83rd annual Founders Convocation, which commemorates the establishment of JMU in 1908.and the anniversary of James
Madison's binh.
The Honorable George M. Cochran will deliver the Madison Lecture at the Founders Convocation, 11 a.m. April
20 in Grafton-Stovall Theatre. Cochran served as justice of the Supreme Coun of Virginia from 1969 to 1987 and
present! y serves as chairman of the board of trustees of the Frontier Culture Museum of Virginia.
Alumni reunions are scheduled for the Bluestone Society anq the classes of 1941, 1946 and 1951, which will be
celebrating their 50th, 45th and 40th reunions respectively. Activities for the classes include a reception, luncheon
with classmates, students and retired faculty, campus tours highlighting visits into the bluestone residence halls and
Wilson Hall, storytelling on 'The Rock" and a Saturday evening dinner in Sonner Hall overlooking Newman Lake.
The class of 1941 will be inducted into the Bluestone Society in a candlelight ceremony.
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Students stare in shock as Charlie Tucker storms up the lecture hall steps and locks a forearm around the neck of a class member. After a few moments, he releases the student, runs
down the stairs and holds the class spellbound with maniacal ravings as he paces the front
room.
Tucker is performing an excerpt from Hamlet, a classroom lesson stage-managed by Dr.
Ralph Cohen, JMU English professor, Shakespeare specialist and Studies Abroad program
originator. Some of his "Shakespeare Tragedies" students are getting their first taste of interactional theater.
Cohen, with Puck-ish agility and guile, thumbs his nose at Ye Olde Shakespeare Polish,
which has been applied and buffed through centuries of scholarly study, high-brow interpretation and overproduction into so much waxy buildup -leaving students and audiences
.as cold as poor Yorick's skull.
In his Shakespeare classes, Cohen strips away the veneer, which the playwright never
originally intended, the professor contends, so that students can experience the cavalcade of
real human moments Shakespeare offers and acknowledge and embrace the dramatic illusion
along with the actors.
Cohen is, in effect, de-elevating Shakespeare, but not dethroning him. On the contrary, the
English professor says, "No one in the history of the world wrote at this level." Rather,
Cohen prefers to cultivate a working, hands-on reverence.
"Shakespeare shouldn't be studied as a poet or philosopher or academic icon," Cohen says
in his Keezell Hall office papered with playbills, posters and group photos of former
Studies Abroad students, "but as a prolific
playwright who manages to capture little
jewel moments between people."
Shakespeare proves himself in the dramatic rendition, not on the printed page, Cohen
says. "Study a script fromM*A*S*H," he
says, "and all you get is, 'Radar: blah blah
blah, Hawkeye: blah blah blah.' You don't
hear the helicopters or the ambulances. All
you get is what is on the page. That too is
boring at face value."
But on stage, even Shakespeare's dreaded
iambic pentameter makes perfect sense as a
production tool that provides a rhythm or
drumbeat helping actors remember their
lines, sometimes great gobs of lines, and
helping actors organize their speeches. When
Shakespeare breaks the rhythm, the actor
knows this is something to be stressed,
Cohen explains.

Cohen has taken his philosophy of Shakespearean simplicity beyond the bounds of JMU's
campus - from grade school students to senior citizens, from New Hampshire to Southern
Virginia, from New York City to the outdoor amphitheater in Winchester. His vehicle, this
time, is the Shenandoah Shakespeare Express, a traveling Shakespeare theater that he founded
with Jim Warren ('88).
Cohen is the company's executive director, and he's using the same techniques he promotes in the classroom. Not being one to put up with much baloney, except perhaps his own,
Cohen's gotten rid of all the self-indulgent dramatic schlock in soliloquies and monologues,
pregnant pauses, flowery affectations and stilted English accents.
To that end, he's also given the spotlight the boot and brought up all the houselights, presenting Shakespeare under the same conditions the playwright himself did so.
"If an actor walks up and says something to you, you react differently than when you're sitting back in the dark," Cohen says.
"You know what happens when you don't have a spotlight?" Cohen asks, then answers,
"You can do Shakespeare in two hours. Actors know that if they shut up or pause too long,
the audience is going to look somewhere else for action." The result is a fast-paced, athletic
production, which utilizes no more than 12 (Shakespeare used 15) actors playing all of the
roles.
So there's no spotlight, and no intermission either. The express just bulldozes right on
through, in two hours traffic, rather than the three- to four-hour marathons many companies
produce.
The express restores the exchange
between audience and actor, performing
whenever possible on a thrust stage- surrounded by the audience on three sides.
The company also has a rule that no member of the audience can be more than SO
feet from the actors, which is the farthest
distance from the stage to the audience at
Shakespeare's old Globe theater.
Express productions are presented on a
largely bare stage, similar to a production
of Richard II at the Stratford, when Cohen
and his wife, Judy, grabbed the last two
seats in the house, right down in front. "I
told her 'this is one of Shakespeare's most
boring plays. There's very little humor. It's
really boring. We're going to have to to
tank up on coffee.' They (actors) came out
in black sneakers, chinos and turtlenecks.
The two lead actors flipped a coin to see
who would portray Richard and who would

Shakespeare
In Two Hours

-Traffic

Cohen's Keezell Hall office is papered with movie posters, theater playbills and groups photos of former Studies Abroad students.

BY PAM BROCK & SANDRA PERRICONE ('90)
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Winsome
Watercolors

David Gill ('76) takes about a week to set a table. Today he's serving dinner for the Heatwoles,
and the setting includes service for a four-course meal.
He places a silver dinner plate on the white linen tablecloth and adds a matching salad plate and a
crystal dessert dish full of fruit. Beside the dinner plate, Gill puts a silver fork on a folded napkin. He
arranges a centerpiece of fern leaves, red berries and maroon candles in a silver candelabra on the
side, then polishes the silver teapot until it gleams and cleans the crystal water pitcher until it sparIdes.
Gill's pace would send a catering business into the red, but in the realm of watercolor, his timing
and technique are right on target with paintings such as Dinner at the Heatwoles.
His style, achieved through detailed studies of photorealism and influenced most notably by
Andrew Wyeth and Norman Rockwell, has earned him 87 art trophies and enough income to support
his family of four. His originals will fetch between $1,800 and $3,200 and the unframed reproductions between $17 and $45.
A lot of people purchase Gill's prints because they cannot afford the originals. "Now that they've

Alumni Achievement Award
winner creates easy feeling

When David Gill began earning more money at on art
show than he did in two
months oi teaching, he realized it was time to take up art
full time.

Dinner at the Heatwoles

gotten a sample of my work, they will save money for a whole year for a painting," Gill says with
pride.
His artistic and financial success began to mount after 12 years of applying his art education
degree to teaching art and coaching football, basketball and track in public schools. During his
teaching career, Gill devoted little time to his art. But when he began making more money at one art
show than he did in two months of teaching, he realized it was time to take up art full time. ,
Now Gill works out of his Richmond, Va., studio that includes a quasi-gallery in the front and a
work area in the back, where he keeps his easels, paints and canvases. His art desk is crowded with
brushes and dirty water jars.
A blue seat taken from a van, complete with seat belts, serves as a sofa for customers. The studio
has a single window in the front room to let in some light About I 0 paintings hang on the otherwise bare walls, and a few more paintings are stacked in a corner. Gill keeps most of his works
and supplies in his van, which he drives to shows every other weekend. He also gives private watercolor lessons in his studio one evening a week.
"It's a gypsy's life," he says. "It's hard on my family because I'm gone every other weekend, so I
try to spend a lot of time with them during the week."
Gill's family is his wife, Lindsay, 4-year-old daughter, Erilily, and 2-year-old, Natalie.
'They support me and know that I'm doing my job," he says. "When my daughters call to talk to
me on the phone during those weekends, they say that daddy's working."
Gill is getting ready now to enter a series of prestigious art shows in florida in February and
March, for which he must provide originals.
The shows are juried competitions that draw artists from all over the country. Gill has exhibited
in the shows for the last three years, but says he worries whether he'll continu~ to measure up.
Besides having his paintings ready for art shows, he also has to keep three distributors supplied
with extra originals. He has distributors in Arlington, Atlanta and Richmond, who sell his paintings
privately or in locations like frame shops. His customers are so pleased with his work that Gill has a
hard time keeping his dealers supplied.
Dressed in blue jeans, aT-shirt and a flourescent green Reebok baseball hat, Gill doesn't seem to
be overcome with stress- even though he had to finish $18,000 worth of paintings during the
three weeks before Christmas. He smiles often and takes his work one painting at a time.
That method has resulted in 78 awards, such as the Governor's Trophy Award presented by
Charles S. Robb at the Virginia Beach Boardwalk Show and the Award of Excellence at the Ghent
Arts Festival in Norfolk.
In November, Gill also received JMU's 1990 Alumni Achievement Award for his artistic
achievements and work with JMU's annual Benefit Art Auction .
. For the last four years, Gill has contributed his works to the auction, which raised about $40,000
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By The Sea

daTrid gill {Lrtworks

last year for JMU art scholarships. Gill's paintings have been the second-highest single sales,
topped only by works from P. Buckley Moss of Waynesboro, Va.
Gill has already fmished the painting, Elegant Light, for this year's auction to be held
April 6-7 at The Homestead in Hot Springs, Va.
The scene, from his mother-in-law's house, is her dining room table full of silver and crystal. Sunlight shines through a window and reflects off the crystal. The painting also includes
one of Gill's trademarks, a flower arrangement, a living element to soften the harsh silver.
Gill's other subjects include scenes from the York River near Yorktown, carousel horses
and porches full of Victorian-style wicker furniture.
"It's more fun to paint different scenes," Gill says. "I don't understand how some artists
only paint things like water fowl. I don't want to be too commercial and only paint the three
B's- boats, barns and birds.
"I decided to do things that are different and I found out that I could sell them anyway,"
Gill says with a smile.
Gill gets some of his ideas from acr:ual scenes or objects he has seen and simply creates
others. But he always tries to pick subjects that create an easy, comfortable feeling.
"Life's so heiter-skeiter, that I try to create a good feeling or a calm attitude in my work,"
he says. "l want to depict a sophisticated, comfortable aunospheTe."
Sometim~s Gill gets ideas from pictmes he's taken with his camera, but he believes paint-

Baby Grand

.His style, achieved through detailed
studies of photorealism and influenced
most notably by Andrew Wyeth and
Norman Rockwell, has earned him 87
art trophies and enough income to
support his family of four.

FULCH~R

('92)

ings are more real than photographs.
"There's so much more texture and life in a painting," he says. "Sometimes a camera will
add a shine that's not really there."
It was only after college that Gill began seriously considering watercolor painting as a
career and soon discovered that watercolor is one of the most difficult media.
"There are no cop-outs in watercolor," he says.
One reason watercolor is more difficult is the absence of white paint. Any white places on
the painting are acr:ually the canvas showing through, and the artist must paint around the
white elements with the bordering watercolors. Acrylic and oil both use white paint, somistakes can be painted over.
It is difficult to rework watercolor because the different values of light and dark have to be
perfect, says Betty Calabria, president of the Virginia Watercolor Society and another contributing art auction artist. If the values are not correct, clarity will be lost.
That is especially crucial for Gill, whose paintings so often depict crystal, silver, reflections of light, white wicker furniture and white carousel horses .
"Gill counts on balancing your eye in color and value," she says, "and he uses his watercolors with conviCtion."
Despite his success, Gill says he would not necessarily recommend art as a career to others.
"It's not an automatic check every other week, like when I was, teaching," he says. "Sometimes you feeflike you're out there for your own good."
Gill may no longer have to worry about when that check is going to come, but he still has
a goal he hasn't met yet.
"I'm trying to work toward that one masterpiece, but that could be 10 years from now," he
says.
While he strives (or the painting that would immortalize him in the art world, Gill is satisfied.
"I know that art is what I'm supposed to do for a Jiving."
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Rooney and the Marching Royal Dukes are a halftime fixture at home football games.

Rooney finds
musical niche
atJMU
and bui-lds

'Virginia's
Finest'
Pat Rooney didn't set out to be a band director. Even
though the ingredients for a band career were there - the
musical talent and a band-directing father to serve as a model -it took the right spot in time and geography to lute
Rooney to his musical niche.
The time was 1966, and the place was Gulfport, Miss.
Gulfport public schools needed a band director, and Rooney, a new graduate of the music program at the University
of Southern Mississippi and a member of the Air National
Guard, needed a job near a military installation. Going to
Gulfport, with its air station, seemed like a good idea to the
young Kosciusko, Miss., native.
"It was the greatest thing I ever did," Rooney says.
Although he says he never intentionally steered away from
band direction, neither did he consider the musical path
before going to Gulfport.
He was happy studying music and playing the clarinet
and jazz saxophone professionally with the Russ Carlyle
Orchestra, a road band based in Chicago.
The challenge and fun of working with young musicians
for two years in Gulfport encoutaged Rooney to enter the
master's program at North Texas State University in Denton and serve as graduate assistant to the director of bands
at the school. At North Texas, and later as band director for
the Denton Independent School District, Rooney learned
about the keen band competition climate in the state "war with musical instruments," he calls it.
His Denton band was one of the best, garnering runnerup honor band awards in 1973. That and other successes put
him in the running for the director of bands post at East
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During Rooney's tenure at JMU, the Wind
Symphony and the
Concert Wind Ensemble have been added
to the original three
bands, the Marching
Royal Dukes, the Pep
Band and the Concert
Band.

Central University, a school of about 2,500 in Ada, Okla.
He got the-job and prepared to face the seven students enrolled in
band courses. He and his wife, Glenda, were determined to promote
band membership. Room-to-room residence hall visits to encourage
students to try the band program resulted in a band of 80 in the first
year.
"Some of the students had never played band instruments," Rooney recalls. But some learned and the band grew to 150 and performed at professional football games.
"It was great," Rooney says. "I could make all the mistakes in the
world." That freedom t.9 mold a program at a small school, even if
there were a few pitfalls along the way, provided Rooney with a rare
atmosphere to grow as a music educator. He took advantage of other
opportunities, too. There was no band camp in southeastern Oklahoma, so Rooney founded one that consistently drew 1,000 students.
Again, Rooney and his family were quite happy in Ada, he says.
But a visit to JMU for a Bands of America competition and a subsequent band director job opening at the university drew Rooney to Harrisonburg in 1982.
"I wanted to be challenged a little more," Rooney says. The oppOrtunity to work at a larger university and his family's attraction to the locale and people made the decision to move
across country easier.
At JMU, responsible for the Marchipg Royal Dukes, Pep Band and Concert Band, Rooney
took the reins of a solid band program. "The band program was on the right track when I
came here," he says. "My contribution has been to bring them (the bands) all up, in my view,
to a national scope," he adds.
Rooney's opinion of his ensembles, which now include the original three bands plus the
Wind Symphony and the Concert Wind Ensemble, is borne out by the accolades record. The
marching band has recorded for Columbia Pictures Publications and C.L. Barrthouse and has
performed for Washington Redskins, Baltimore Colts and Pittsburgh Steelers football games.
The Marching Royal Dukes are the only collegiate band ever invited to perform at the Bands
of America Grand Nationals. The band traveled to the Pontiac (Mich.) Silverdome in 1988
for the guest appearance.
The band's precision drills, often set to a pace of 180 beats a minute, and spectacular
music have earned the group the name "Virginia's Finest."
The Wind Symphony has four Virginia Music Educators Conference performances among
its honors. The ensemble also performed at the Kennedy Center in 1987 and for the College
Band Director's National Association conference in 1988. The Basketball Pep Band was voted Most Outstanding in the National Collegiate Athletic Association in 1982 and 1983 by the
Eastern Sports Writers.
. Rooney is proud of the level of excellence JMU bands have attained. 'The bands have
improved drastically," he says. Heis especially pleased with the Wind Symphony's progress
within the last five years.
The director is quick to point out that timing has aided his goal of having the bands gain
national prominence. "I've been fortunate to be at JMU at a great time," he says, referring to
the university's increased exposure and subsequent ability to draw extremely talented students.
Rooney's successes as director of bands at JMU have been matched with more personal
accomplishments. His biggest thrills as a musician occurred as a member of the committee
that planned the ceremonies for the 1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles. He was caught up
in the elaborate preparation for what he terms the first of the "mega-festivities" associated
with the Olympics.
Produced by David Wolper of television mini -series fame, the ceremonies were lavish

"I'm starting to reap the

spectaculars where everything was done frrst class, Rooney
says. "I learned so much," he adds. 'The most important lesson was never to think something is impossible."
Rooney also served as director of the All-American College
Band from 1982-85. He was responsible for selecting and
training band members for performances at Walt Disney
World, Epcot Center and Disneyl~d. He was assistant director
of the band for its performances at the rededication of the Statue of Liberty in 1986 and the presidential inauguration in
1985. He maintains interest in bands outside the JMU realm by
serving as a member of the advisory board of Marching Bands
of America.
Rooney founded the Parade of Champions, a marching band
competition, shortly after corning to JMU. The event annually
draws 40 bands from the region and some of the best adjudicators in the country.
The future is equally promising for Rooney and JMU's band
program. "I'm starting to reap the benefits of my tenure at
JMU," he says. "We're getting back some of the seeds we've
planted." Some of Rooney's former band members, now band
directors at high schools, arc:; encouraging their talented students to consider JMU.
The.future also holds a competitive desire for Rooney. "We
want to take on the big boys like Eastman and Michigan - the
big music schools."
The director believes the JMU bands are capable of such a
goal. "Once they understand the concept, college students are
great to work with," Rooney says.
And he's not afraid of the challenge. "I really like kids,"
Rooney says, "and I enjoy watching them grow musically
whether they're junior high or college level."

benefits of my tenure at

JMU. We're getting back

some of the seeds we've
planted."

SMITH ('81)

\he band's percussion
section awaits Rooney's
cues at Bridgeforth Stadium.
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Stereotypes in 3-D
Life-size wooden cabinets depict
alum's childhood perspective

(

"My life growing up was just like The Wonder Years, says
Gayle Marie Weitz ('78). "Getting a new bike was a big deal,
and my parents squabbled about money and where to go on
vacation.".
Her childhood, she says, was a "typical Norman Rockwell,
Midwest upbringing .... I had a warm, nurturing family that
gave me lots of love, support and a good self-concept."
While many adults may make such sweeping claims about
their youth, Weitz is intrigued by those very generalities,
their meanings and origins. She has explored and studied her
own childhood memories and perceptions of people and
expressed them through stereotypes in Social Studies: A
Series of Life-Size Wooden Cabinets.
Weitz constructed the cabinets to represent nine fictitious
people she may have encountered as a child during the 1960s
in Milwaukee, Wis.
"The statues reflect my personal stereotypes as a child just for me," says Weitz. "I simply ask myself 'what kind of
person would I picture a businessman to be? or a grandfather? or a young boy?,"' she adds.
The creation of the hair roller-topped housewife cabinet
was inspired by Weitz's recollections of all mothers or
housewives she knew when she was seven. Friends' mothers,
relatives and women in her neighborhood each contributed
some quality or characteristic in forming the statue.
Of the nine cabinets, the tallest is' the grandfather at almost
6-1!2 feet, and the smallest is the young boy at 48 inches.
'The idea for this series came froiiPmy general interest in
semiotics, specifically in the visual imagery of mass media
which abounds in stereotypes," says Weitz.
Semiotics is the study of symbols in the most general
sense.
Weitz is intrigued by how the media has the power to
make people develop conceptions of others and how students
derive conceptions of different stereotypes from what they
see and hear in the media.
She believes stereotypes can serve a useful purpose in
forcing people to internalize themselves and evaluate how
they create their personal stereotypes.
"I want them to visualize their own conceptions of others
and bounce these images off of the personas I have created,"
says Weitz.
"Stereotypes by their very nature are based upon a sparse
amount of information (or misinformation)," says Weitz,
"and I am interested in the effects of these stereotypes on
people."
Weitz sees commercials, especially those selling beer,
food and cars, as a highly influential aspect of the media.
'The media present the ideal, perfect life, and through
commercials we compare and evaluate ourselves on an individual basis," says Weitz. "Commercials characterize the
'good life' and show us how we should be or what we should
look like. We may wish our waists to be smaller, our hips
curvier or our hair shiny and bouncy after watching television," she adds.
Social Studies is part of her work in pursuing a Ph.D. in art
education with a minor in studio art at the University of Wisconsin in Madison.
"My dissertation deals with developing a contextual and
formalistic classroom apProach to art criticism that deals
with non-art forms," says Weitz.
Although the Ph.D. does not require an art show for the
degree, Weitz feels strongly about doing art as well as teaching it -practicing what you teach.
As an undergraduate at James Madison University, Weitz
majored in psychology with art and philosophy minors. After
completing her graduate degree at the University of Wisconsin in art education, plus K-12 teacher certification, she
began her doctoral work.
Weitz developed the idea to create wooden cabinets that
stereotype personas while taking her first and only woodworking course at the University of Wisconsin. She combined her knowledge of wood art with recollections of differ~
ent people from her perspective as a 7-year-old, white,
female, middle-class child in the '60s, which at the time she
believed everyone shared.
"None of the characters portrayed refers to a specific individual I have known, but rather each is meant to be my stereotype of a particular person: businessman, housewife, baby,
teenager, boy, girl, grandparent and waitress," says Weitz.
"I intended to compile the commonalities of several people
to create the character. I can see bits and pieces of several
people in each statue," says Weitz.
"I do recognize bits and pieces of people I have known [in
the cabinets], subconsciously they emerged during the process of creation," says Weitz.

The young boy of Weitz's childhood sports the typical trappings: beanie,
coveralls, slingshot, comics, sneakers and the faithful dog.
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~aking the m.indset of a second grader doing a social studies
assignment was the theory behind this series of personas.
'!he s~es involves a hypothetit:al social studies project
assigned m the second grade dealing with stereotypes: Go out
into your neighborhood, interview nine people, have each fill
out a questionnaire and take their snapshot," says Weitz.
Using colored crayons and a child's handwriting, Weitz
filled out the questionnaires through a child's perspective. A
page from My Social Studies Boolclet accompanies each cabinet in the series to further enhance the personification for the
cabinets.
Weitz uses bass wood derived from the linden tree to construct the statues. Bass wood is the softest hard wood and has a
minimal amount of grain, which facilitates the carving process
and leaves a perfect opaque fmish. She has chosen this wood
for ecological purposes as well. Bass wood is fast-growing and
not an endangered wood.
Weitz never makes elaborate sketches before beginning to
carve a cabinet. She is able to envision the fmished product
from the start.
"I have a visual mind," says Weitz.
Beginning with a rough sketch, she proceeds to break up the
whole form into geometric box shapes, usually rectangles,
squares, trapezoids and rhombuses. Using planks of wood and
glue, Weitz attaches the boxes to form the basic size and shape
of the cabinet. Glue is the only substance used to hold the cabinets together, with the exception of minimal hardware. Hinges
are used to make the cabinets functional by creating cupboards
or doors that open up within the statue. Some drawers swing
up, some down; some cabinets open out and others are drawers.
Weitz usually begins carving the head and feet first.
'These two facets of the human body indicate a person's
character most and reveal the most personal, inner details of a
person," says Weitz.
'The persona begins to emerge as I carve a smirk, a scowl
or a wide-eyed smile," she adds.
Next, Weitz paints and draws on the wood. Her use of color
reflects her individuality as an artist.
"My individual color palette consists of muted colors- but
I'm not a dull-witted person," she laughs. "I use softer colors
mixed with darker ones to create these dulled tones. My red is
not vibrant, but more of a maroon," says Weitz.
Weitz alr~ wallpapers the interiors of the cabinets in design
prints that correspond with her perception of the persona's
character.
'
''The businessman's body, for example, is lined with money,
his head with nudey pictures of women and his legs with the
Wall Street Journal," says Weitz. .
Weitz always finds a clever place to sign her name on each
of the cabinets. On the businessman cabinet, for example, her
name is signed on his business card in the jacket pocket. Her
signature is found on the slingshot in the overalls' pocket of
the young boy cabinet.
Several pieces from this series are now traveling in
shows around the nation, and the rest of the series is displayed in her dining room. She has decided against selling
the cabinets at this point in her career.
.Another of Weitz's cabinet series, "Pfony Containers," fea- ·
tures 12 containers that combine funny, punny and phoney

aspects oflife. These fi.mctional cabinets are visual puns in the
form of wooden boxes, cases and cupboards.
'1n this series, my interest in semiotics turns more toward
linguistics, as I toy with language through double meanings.
These wooden containers depict literal interpretations of loveseat, shoe box, boxer shorts, suitcase, briefcase, jewelry box,
hat box and glove compartment," says Weitz.
For example, the glove compartment is composed of two
gloves constructed in the form of a container lined with various road maps.
"I just love to play with language," says Weitz. "I always
wonder why people think how they do. So much of our thinking and orientation toward the world and other human beings
is based on language," she adds.
The series Weitz is presently working on focuses on her volunteer work as an animal rights activist. Titled Anthropomorphic Images, the series illustrates cliches that incorporate
animals and plays on words. Foxy Lady, Fat Cat and PigHeaded are just some of the innovative, humorous statues featured in the series.
"Foxy Lady is a life-size fox dressed like a prostitute and
lined with fur industry issues. It's a great play on language,"
says Weitz.
Weitz's inspiration is a sense of fun and humor. She enjoys
creating art to which people can relate. Her work makes people
think and react to the world and the different people in it.
"I want people to feel
immediacy, a certain interaction.
Each piece ~ays something different to everyone," says Weitz.
"I believe my work adds a joy and a self-criticism as well.
After viewing my series, many people many ask themselves
'who am I?' or 'what might I be?,"' she adds.
Weitz is never at a loss for work or ideas. She has already
plarmed her next two series of wooden cabinets.
. .1 have enough work to keep me busy for the rest of my
life," she says.
Yet, Weitz's interests go far beyond the realm of art. She
runs every day and enjoys cooking international cuisine, sewing, gardening and playing bridge.
Weitz also collects American pieces not within the realm of
fme arts, such as toys and unusual kitchen utensils and knickknacks. A creamer in the form of a cow and a lawn mower salt
and pepper shak~r that spews seasonings through pistons at the
tum of a crank are just a few pieces in her unusual collection.
In addition Weitz is pursuing a teaching career in art. She
presently teaches sculpture, jewelry making and ceramics at
Monona Grove High School in Madison, where she resides
with her husband Wayne Doleski ('11).
"As a teacher, l act as a guide for those less acquainted with
the terrain of art. We all learn and grow along the way," she
says.
"If I had to reduce my philosophy of teaching art into one
phrase, it would be to help develop in students the realization,
the ability and power to make thoughtful aesthetic choices,"
says Weitz.
Weitz's work has brought her honor and recognition in Fine
Woodworking Magazine, an acclaimed wood _art publication.
Yet, Weitz is quite modest.
''I'm not a fine arts, high-brow artist, but a cross-class folksy
artist," says Weitz. "I like all sorts of things, and I don't like to
be pigeon-holed in a particular classification," she adds.
"I love art, and I enjoy having fun and learning about
myself, others and the world through my work," says Weitz.

The waitress is also a functional cupboard with a bin at her legs, a drawer
at her waist and a cabinet above her
bust.

an

The artist and the denizens
of her childhood.

BRESCIA ('91)
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Comic Books Are '
Sprouse always expected jokes about
his livelihood from his friends. But
they tease him (}bout his stressful
commute from the breakfast table to
the drafting table.

Comic books and comic book heroes are the stuff of almost every childhood until baseball
games, movies, cars or the opposite sex replace them. But long after the comic books have been
stashed in the anic-ZAMPOOF!- their characters live on.
Mr. Fantastic and The Invisible Woman are raising their son, Franklin, who is exhibiting
some alarming mutant powers.
Spiderman married college friend Mary Jane Watson, while Aquaman and Mera split up after
the tragic death of their son, Arthur Jr.
Wonderwoman and Archie the interminable teen both tum the big Five-0 this year. Donald
Duck celebrates his 58th birthday, and Mickey Mouse is fast approaching compulsory retirement.
Batman is still fighting for good, but he has adopted a decidedly vigilante air, much to
the chagrin of the still gentle Superman, who shocked comics connoisseurs last fall by
proposing to Lois Lane.
These characters con!inue to thrive because of the exploits of writers, artists, publishers, collectors, producers, manufacturers and marketing specialists, for whom
comic books are no mere adolescent fancy.
These days, D.C. Comics' artist Chris Sprouse ('88), spellbinds readers with Justice League adventures and Batman's caped crusades against the foes of Gotham
City.
.
Sprouse, a graphic design major, grew up fascinated by stories, science fiction, movies and fantasy. He and his older brother got their first taste of comic
books during the three years they lived in India, where the U.S. General
Accounting Office sent their father to audit dam sites. Sprouse survived the
ages of 3 to 6 in a foreign culture by reading used, coverless comic books
bought in the local marketplace and drawing on computer paper his father
brought home from work.
Actually creating or recreating characters and adventures didn't come
until Sprouse was about 12, back in the States and buttressed by a
steady diet of American pop culture.
"I started drawing Star Trek characters," Sprouse says. "I was
always into science fiction. Then Star Wars came out."
In high school, the introverted Sprouse was drawing established
comic book characters and creating his own daring heroes and villains and elaborate storylines, sure by then that he wanted to
become a professional comic book artist.
Then, he got serious.
"I thwarted those plans for most of college because it was
not considered serious art," Sprouse says. "I was embarrassed. I thought eyeryone would think it was kid stuff. I put
my emphasis on fmding 'a real job."'
graphic design, meanwhile working for The Breeze and
freelancing, until a senior year art project in Jack
McCaslin's advanced printmakmg class got him back
on track.
To fulfill McCaslin's assignment of producing a
book, Sprouse created a comic book, and in
response, McCaslin showed up in class one day
with a whole stack of comic books he had kept
over the years.
''That was a shot in the arm," Sprouse says.
"He's an artist in the fmc arts, and I respected

Sprouse's sketches of
the caped crusader
before they are traced
in ink.

Batman is a register<><J trademark of D.C. Comics.

The Justice League is a registered trademark of D.C. Comics.
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Serious Business
him. Since he didn't scoff at it, I thought maybe it was not so juvenile."
After graduating, Sprouse went to work in the advertising department of National Tire Wholesale doing paste up and illustration and responded to a comic book ad soliciting artwork. He sent a
sample comic, Mr. Miracle, to D.C. Comics.
"I was not expecting a reply," Sprouse says. "A week within mailing them in, I received a call
from D.C., and a little while later I hall my frrst professional comics job."
He worked at NTW by day and on comic books by night. Sprouse could hardly keep his eyes
open as the company gained confidence in him and sent him larger projects and more rush jobs.
"I was working 16 to 20 hours a day," he says. "It started to get silly."
Half afraid he would fail, Sprouse quit his NTW job and took on comic books full time. ''It
turned out to be much more lucrative than I thought," he says.
Two and a half years after graduation, Sprouse is essentially his own boss, working on
a free-lance contract basis with D.C. Comics from his Alexandria, Va., apartment. He
relies on Federal Express and AT&T to keep in touch with the company in New York.
He has produced, among others, Batman Annual1990, Justice League Quarterly
No. 1 and Justice League-America AMual No. 5. The latter will be published later
this year.
Working from rough scripts supplied by the company, Sprouse makes his
sketches, then traq:s them in ink. He enjoys varying degrees of artistic license to
create, ~fme and adjust the look of old and new heroes and villains. When
Sprouse's sketches are completed, New York artists add the color and the dialogue.
Sprouse always expected jokes from his friends- jokes about living in a
fantasy, never growing up and drawing sissy pictures for a living. What he
gets are jokes about his stressed-out lifestyle, harried commute from the
breakfast table to the drafting table and watching FlinJstones reruns all
day.
.
"I'm not doing much to advance great ideas," Sprouse admits, "but
for me it's fun." Still, Sprouse says he must work steadily all day and
discipline himself in order to complete one comic book page a day. "I
get kind of blah from sitting here, ... and (when there is somebody to
talk to) I'm a motormouth," he says.
'
Today when he must answer the proverbial, "And what do you
do?", people are so fascinated by his tales of Batman and The Justice League that other conversation around him virtually stops.
"Now that's almost getting embarrassing," Sprouse says.
'Tm still surprised people take it seriously."
Despite Sprouse's solitary business hours, comic book art
isn't all based on fantasy.
"You can't ignore real life and draw only from imagina!ion," says Sprouse, who relies on lessons from his JMU
figure drawing classes. "The ones (sketches) I use models
for are best. People I know tum up as background characters."
Sprouse goes through all sorts of physical contortions to make his sketches lifelike. He keeps a mirror
over his drafting table to experiment with his own
facial expressions, uses his hand as a model,
sprawls on the floor, crouches on windowsills and
studies his reflection.
"If anyone saw me working I'd be embarrassed," he says.

Talbott's passion for comic
books has turned into a collection that fills his spare bedroom
and has spilled over into posters, action figures and other
spin-off merchandise.

Within a week of sending
this Mr. Miracle sample to
D.C. Comics, Sprouse had
his first professional comics
job.

Sprouse draws on real life to give his
Justice League characters energy and
movement-.
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Sprouse risks the humiliation to imbue his still drawings with the illusion of movement
and energy.
"You have to develop a sense of storytelling," he says. "I'm like a stage manager. I
choreograph action. I have to put everyone in the right place so they end up in the right
place as readers move from frame to frame and left to right through the book."
"He's a real good new breed penciler, a step up from the old-fashioned penciler,"
observes JMU's head graphic designer Shep Wright, who started out as an apprentice in
the Captain Marvel shop in 1945. "He uses dramatic angles and creative page layout It's
not just six panels on a page."
Like Sprouse, Wright conjured up comic book characters and adventures to relieve
childhood boredom. During his college years, Wright did lettering, editing and sketching
for several different New York comic book houses before he, toO, "got serious" and
moved into advertising.
Unlike the work of many comic book artists, Sprouse's backgrounds have incredible
detail, says classmate and colleague in comics capers Kip Talbott.
While Sprouse says he usually tries to remain detached from the stories he illustrates,
Talbott's passion for comic books has resulted in a collection that ftlls his spare bedroom
and has spilled over into action figures, posters and other merchandise.
Talbott speaks of comics characters, especially his favorite, Superman, as though they
were alive and breathing. But superhero biographies are about as clear in their recounting
as long-running soap operas. Still, Talbott does his best to bring some long-time favorites
up-to-date:
Johnny Storm (a.k.a. The Human Torch), once the kid member of The Fantastic Four,
is now married to The Thing 's former girlfriend, blind sculptress Alicia Masters, whose
father is the villainous Puppetmaster.
The original Flash is dead, and the new Flash is in his 20s, won the lottery and blew it
all.
The original Robin is still alive and has gone out on his own as Nightwin_g. "The

second Robin was a jerk," Talbott says, "always talking back to Batman. Nobody
liked him, so he was killed off by the Joker." The current Robin is flashy and sports
a new red crimefighter outfit.
Gone is Batman's campy TV series image. He has rerumed to his mysterioso
roots and rumed vigilante, still working on the side of good. But his occasional partner in anticrime, Superman, will no longer work with him because of their philosophical differences.
Superman's powers have been toned down so that villains can challenge him. Lex
Luther owns most of Metropolis, and he's nothing like the villain in the movie.
Clark Kent is not a wimp, but still goes home to Smallville, Kan., to visit his adopted parents.
_
In a 1986 fit of tough love, D.C. Comics Cleaned house and threw out Superman's
spinoff sidekicks, Supergirl, Superboy, Crypto the dog and Beppo the Super Monkey, and started fresh. Now there are two different comic book series - the original
Action Comics' Superman and The Adventures of Superman, which was a spin-off
from the now defunct miniseries Man of Steel.
Phew.
"It gets too complicated," Talbott says.
It gets even more so, when movies, TV shows, Saturday morning cartoons and
spin-off comics get into the act with totally independent and contradictory storylines.
''They have nothing to do with one another," Talbott says, "but you have to be
clear which Spiderman or The Flash or Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles you're talking
about."
Comic books must continually be updated to the times "or they lose their credibility," Talbott says with an ironic smile. Comics adventures from40 years ago
wouldn' t fly among today's sophisticated 10 year olds, despite their popularity among collectors.
Talbott has several prize comic books including Justice League of
America No . 1 from 1960,/ronManNo.l from 1968, Batman No. 88
from the mid-50s, Incredible HulkNo.l81 (which marks the first
appearance of Wolverine of the X-Men) from the early 70s and SupermanNo. 81 from the mid-50s. Together these prize specimens are worth
from $1,500 to $1,800.
Altogether, Talbott's collection "could make a good down payment
on a Porsche," he says.
Talbott, like Sprouse, is surprised and happy to find that people don't
laugh at him.
"I don't run around outside with a cape," Talbott says. ''They're starting
to take me seriously."
Behind the three-piece suit of banker Bill Walton is yet another collector, who
ventured into comic books from a purely business standpoint. Walton, vice president
for Sovran Bank in Harrisonburg, has been instrumental in obtaining Sovran fmancial contributions for JMU.
If anyone pokes fun, the laughing stops when Walton tells them that the top 50
most valuable comic books are each worth between $2,000 and $30,000 and that
they can increase (or decrease) in value by as much as 30 percent a year.
Walton rarely gets excited about the characters or storylines, though some amuse
him and hold his interest.
"It's an investment," Walton says, "just like a stock portfolio."
While Talbott was only 12 when he began collecting comic books, Walton, who
grew up when Blondie and Dagwood were in their heyday, began collecting about
eight years ago.
Walton's son, then in junior high, was an ardent collector and trying to complete
his run ofX-Men issues. While out of town one day, Walton senior found the first
issue of X-Men, then worth about $400, at a bargain price. Walton called his son and
debated whether to buy it.
"Bradley said, 'the bank is g !ing 5 percent (interest), and the value of this book
has increased 26 percent ... , "' Walton says. "He was right. I hated to admit it. And
I'm a banker."
Both Walton and Talbott use the Off~eial Overstreet Comic Book Price Guide as
their bible. Because values increase and decrease as fast as the stock market, collectors must stay current, Walton says.
Since that first venture eight years ago, Walton has jumped into collecting at a
90-degree angle. "I always had some collecting blood in me," he says. He collects runs of books, goes to conventions and shows almost every weekend in
Richmond, Chicago, Atlanta and "the biggy" in San Diego. He keeps in touch
with dealers, investors, sellers and other collectors. Walton now has a collection of about 10,000 to 12,000 comic lx)oks.
,"I could probably buy a very nice Mercedes with it," he says.
To paraphrase Walt Disney, cartoons are not just for children.

Sprouse sent these sample
renderings of Spiderman to
Marvel Comics by way of
introduction.
•

Spidorman is a registc:~ trademark of Mazvel Comics.

BY PAM BROCK
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Unholy Humor
'The Rev. Billy' Wirtz is anything but

Reprinted with permission
from the Dec. 11, 1990, edition of the Daily NewsRecord. Bryon Smith is a
News-Record staff writer.

Praise the Lord, pass the polyester and strap yourselves in, brothers and sisters. That
manic missionary of mesmerizing mirth and leader of the First House of Polyester Worship
is out to heeaal you.
That's right, that boogie-woogie blues man with the flaming orange pompadour, neverending tatoo and unforgiving wit, the Rev. Billy C. Wirtz ( '79) recently returned from the
mountaintop to invade Harrisonburg, bringing his Black Velveteen Interfaith Love Tabernacle revival to the city that started it all.
For the uninitiated, Rev. Wirtz is neither reverent nor reverend. He's a little Randy Newman, a little Jerry Lee Lewis and perhaps a touch of Weird Al Y ankovic, all thrown into a
grinder, turned upside down and spit back out into a hardly holy original.
A self-described "almost rock star," Wirtz has been praised in Harrisonburg and across
the country in publications ranging from People to Playboy. His act has been raising eyebrows and bringing down the house on the club circuit since the early 1980s.
Now, touring nationally behind his latest album, Backslider Tractor Pull, which features
such typical Wirtz titles as "Waffle House Fire," "Sleeper Hold on Satan" and "Honky
Tonk Hermaphrodite," the reverend again finds himself teetering on the edge of The Bigtime.
"I've already been planning my frrst on-the-couch discussion with David Letterman,"
Wirtz says via telephone from his North Carolina home, where he says he's at work pasting
yam dreadlocks on Mr. Potato Head figures for a new bit in his act. "Things have been
going in leaps and bounds to footsteps. (The new album) has been making some heavy ripples. I don't know if they classify as waves yet."
The album might not be making waves yet, but Wirtz continues to do so, cr~ng current events, musings and assorted sacred cows through his own unique logic grinder.
"All comedy is seeing the same thing everybody else does and maybe processing it a little differently, maybe a little bit more extremely."
Take one of his latest bits, a send up of contemporary counllJ' music.
"I was listening to the radio the other day and they had another on,e of those Alabamatype songs, you know, 'Sweet potato pie and living in the South, ain't it great w\~ cotton in
our mouth' -something like that anyway- so I wrote a take off, a sort of genenc song
called 'Blowing Grits.'
.
.
.
"Everv sin 2le verse has somethin2 to do with grits, right down to an mterpretauon ol
what was wrong with the Garden of Eden. Eve thought Adam said give me the apple, but
. what he really said was give me some grits and scrapple."

'All comedy is seeing
the same thing everybody else does and
maybe processing it a
little differently, maybe
a little bit more
extremely,' says Wirtz
who is touring behind
his latest album, Backslider Tractor Pull.

BY BRYAN SMITH

"Doing what I'm doing there's
no real age factor. If you're
trying to play mainstream rock
music, after about 30 age starts
to catch up with you. But there's
nq age factor on weirdness. u
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ALUMNI UPDATE
It was a monumental year,
1990! Dr. Carrier
completed his
20th year as president of this institution, state budget cuts challenged each administrator to fme
tune business operations, and
changes abound within the JMU Alumni
Association.
Let's take a minute to review some of
the changes we tested in 1990. Following
years of a November homecoming, we
moved in 1990 to an earlier October date.
Having enjoyed the balmy weather and
long hours of daylight, homecoming will
return in 1991 on Oct. 25. We married a
spring reunion weekend and a Founders
Weekend for the first time in April of
1990, with a grand turnout from the classes
of 1940, 1945, 1950 and 1955, along with
the Bluestone Society. I'm looking forward to a similar experience throughout
the April19-21, 1991, Founders Weekend,
when the class of 1941 will be inducted
into the Bluestone Society and the classes
of 1946 and '51 return to campus for reunions.
You can argue to which year to credit
the first JMU New Year's Eve Party, sponsored by the Metro Washington social
committee. Greg Gromada ('87) and Lisa
BaJabat ('87) did some fast talking and Jots
of work to talk me into backing this one.
Lucky for hundieds oi lMU inends \hat
they did. It was a great way to end one
year and start a new one .
I enjoy reminiscing a year just passed.
From a personal prospective, I'll remember 1990 for being the year I became the
alumni director and married JMU Foundation accountant Tom Schaeffer. I doubt
1991 can top those memories.
In 1991 you'll see our new football
coach in action. We are anticipating men's
and women's basketball to reach national
prominence. Alumni across the country
will have the opportunity to be active participants in JMU action in too many locations to list here. New and different events
should entice inactive alumni to see what
they've been missing. I extend a special
challenge to may classmates of 1978 to get
involved.
Homecoming '91 will incorporate new
activities, possibly a Friday golf tournament and Saturday post-game dinners for
classmates. In response to requests, MonJpelier will soon display advertising. The
next issue will highlight our expanded
merchandising program.
From campus, we plan to communicate
with you often. GeoffPolglase ('85) is on
the road with alumni chapters and would
welcc;>me your involvement in supporting
an existing chapter or starting a new one.
Our goal in 1991 is to diversify our program, initiate new services and expand
JMU influence across the country. Please
call or write to us with your ideas, comments, concerns or interests.

Harper setected for university's alumni service award
The JMU Alumni Board of Directors selected Jeff A. Harper ('87) to receive the
1990 Alumni Service Award for his work
with the Tidewater and Richmond alumni
chapters.
The award will be made at the 83rd annual Founders Convocation April 20.
"I enjoy volunteering my time," Harper
said. "It's an honor to be chosen out of so
many alumni."
Harper is a real estate finance officer for
Crestar Bank in Richmond and was elected
president of the Richmond Alumni Chapter after he moved to the area last April.
Harper, an accounting graduate, created
and marketed the JMU mascot Duke Dog
as a stuffed animal while he was a student.
Sales of the toy exceeded 1,500 dogs in
less than 30 days.
He was also vice president for professional activities of Delta Sigma Pi, a professional business fraternity. In 1987,
Harper won the Association of Collegiate
Entrepreneurs scholarship.

CLASS NOTES
1947
Gracie Lee VanDyck has been nominated to be the first woman inducted in the Virginia High School League Hall of Fame. She
retired in 1987 after over 40 years of teaching and coaching in Virginia

1959

\\aTbaTa Ames has displayed her handcolored Ek.tacolor photographs at the Danville. Museum in Martinsville. Va. She also
received a Virginia Prize for the Visual Arts
in the photography category.
Sandra McGavock Landes has returned
to Southwest Virginia after retiring from a
32-year teaching career in Salisbury, Md.
She is currently displaying her paintings of
flowers and landscapes.at Wytheville Community College in Bland Hall Arcade in
Wytheville, Va.

1967
Sara Elizabeth Dilmore Runyan has
been recognized by Tri Sigma Sorority as
this year's outstanding alumna for distinctive
achievement in her profession and contributions to the community. She is an associate
professor in JMU's department of speech patl}ology and audiology. She has expanded
off-campus practica sites for the department,
written many articles in professional publications, text and video materials and spoken at
national conferences and workshops in her
field.

1968
Kenneth Q. McCracken is chairman of
the English department at Christchurch
School where he teaches English and journalism and coaches sailing and scuba Christchurch School is a college preparatory
boarding school for boys in Virginia's Ches,.
apeake Bay area.

1974
David S. Hudson is plant manager of the
specialties division of the Columbia Corp. in
Chatham, N.Y.
Catherine McGrail Quesenberry received a master's of science in human resource management, personnel and administration in May 1990 from Wilmington College. She is the recreation superintendent
with recreation and parks in Queen Anne's
County in Maryland.
Lynn Olinger has been appointed special
education supervisor for the Amherst County
School System in Virginia.

1975
Sarah Schaeffer
Director of Alumni

After graduating, Harper moved to Norfolk and worked for Coopers and Lybrand
as a staff accountant. While he was in the
Tidewater area, he participated in alumni
chapter activities and the Duke Club's annual telethon in Virginia Beach. He served
as team captain for the Tidewater telethon.

Harper was appointed to the Alumni
board of Directors in 1988 and later that
year became a Duke Club member.
He has also participated in other chapter
activities, such as freshman send-off picnics and the Tidewater alumni golf tournament For the last two years, Harper served
as tournament chairman and organized the
golf tournaments, which raise about
$1,000 for the chapter treasury.
In May 1989, Harper began working for
Crestar Bank in Norfolk as a commercial
management associate, and last April
moved to the Crestar Bank in Richmond.
One of his first projects as Richmond
chapter president was to organize a golf
tournament, which was a sell-out success,
and now he is working on events that coordinate with basketball season. Harper plans
to create more chapter activities to appeal
to the 3,500 Richmond area alumni.
"I hope to get all age groups involved in
some way," Harper said.
By Kristin Fulcher ('92)

Michael Scott Durant is a pharmaceutical representative for Merck, Sharp and Doh-

me Pharmaceuticals in the Maryland and
West Virginia areas. His wife, Jane Dett-

barn Durant ('75), is the director of the
United Methodist Church preschool in Middletown, Md.
Andrew Malcolm Frazier is the special
assistant for education and workforce development issues for the Office of the Governor
in Raleigh, N.C.
'\976

Debbie Ferrara Sese is a contractor for
the Agency for International Development.
She and her husband, Randolph, reside in
Washington, D.C.

1977
Dorinda Beach has received her third
mate's license for the U.S. Merchant Marine.
Dorinda has returned from Saudi Arabia,
where she participated in operation Desert
Shield.
Dan Dowell has.recently been appointed
by the Justice Department as an immigration
judge in Miami, Fla
· Sheryl Wyse was named elementary
school prinicpal of the year for Virginia and
will receive her award in Washington, D.C.
She is presently the principal of Thomas
Harrison Middle School in Harrisonburg,
Va

1978
Randy Allison was given the J.B. Stroud
Award Nov. 2 in Des Moines, Iowa According to the Iowa School Psychologists Association, the award represents the highest recognition an Iowa school psychologist can attain
and is presented each year to an individual
who exemplifies the highest achievement
standards in the profession. From 1979-90,
Randy was a school psychologist at Area Education Agency 7, where he served students
from preschool through adolescence. In addition to his work in the schools, Randy is a
leader in the Iowa School Psychologists Association, serving as area representative to
the executive board and president. He also
served as Iowa delegate and assistant to the
state's chair to the National Association of
School Psychologists. Currently Randy is a
school psychologist at Mississippi River
Bend Area Education Agency in Davenport,
Iowa He and his wife, Alicia, and two sons
live in Long Grove, Iowa.
Wayne E. Baker is the vice president of
marketing for Baldwin Brass Manufacturing
Co. in Reading, Pa.
Valerie Fritz Cavanaugh is one offive
finalists chosen from 8,000 entrants to represent the Southwest in the Dove Soap Oassic
Model Beauty Contest. Valerie is an Elite
Dallas model with a 12-year international
modeling career.
Helen A. Daffron is the director of field
suppon services at CIGNA in Hartford, Ct.
Thomas R. Deal Jr. is the associate pas-

tor and minister of education and administration at the Mount Hermon Baptist Church in
Danville, Va.
Pat Dosh was promoted to regional sales
manager for M&M/MARS Candy Co. Pat
and his wife, Rene, reside in West Chester,
Pa., with their three sons.
Richard A. Loehne received the Navy
Achievement Medal for superior performance of duty while stationed at Camp Lejeune, N.C.
Melissa Collins Reilly and husband, Tom,
live in Middle River, Md., with their newborn son.
Becky Sporhase Owens teaches art in the
Norfolk Public Schools in Norfolk, Va
Susan Shuckman recently earned a master's in special education from 01~ DoJ?inion University. She teaches potentJ.al h1gh
school dropouts and coaches gymnastics at
Lakeland High School in Suffolk, Va.
Patti Pope Warren is a senior personnel
management specialist with the U.S. Office
of Personnel Managment. She is also working on a master's in human resources at
George Mason University. Patti and her husband, Dan, reside in Manassas, Va.
Doug Wesseh works for the Juneau
School District in Juneau, Alaska as an elementary counselor. He completed an educational specialist degree in counseling and
school psychology at JMU in 1988.

1979
Mary Kay Thompson Bell is senior tax
analyst for ARCO Chemical Co. in Newton
Square, Pa. She still lives in Philadelphia
Robert Blair is a controller for the Cafritz
Group in Washington, D.C.
.
Lynette D. Chappell has been named the
director of affirmative action for the Illinois
Institute of Technology in Chicago, Ill.
Dr. Gary Gorman has been accepted into
the residency program in neurology at Bentley College in Waltham, Mass. Gary had
also been accepted into post-doctoral studies
in neurology at the New York Chiropractic
College in Long Island, NY.
Jeffrey C. Lanham received a judicial appointment in the Twelfth Judicial Circuit
Court in Chesterfield County, Va.

1980
Kenneth G. Farah is the hospital district
manager for Lederle Laboratories.
Reon Hillegass III owns Hillegass Enterprises, a company specializing in the detail- ·
ing of luxury automobiles, planes and
yachts. He resides in Lantana, Fla.
Mary Pat Lane teaches special education
in the Staunton City Schools in Virginia She
and her husband reside in Fishersville, Va,
with their daughter.
James S. Parks is the director of food and
beverage at the Holiday Inn Midtown in

..

CLASS NOTES

Richmond, Va.
Dean C. Patton is a sales and marlceting
manager for Witmer Foods Inc. He and his
wife, Elizabeth, reside in Ridgeley, Md.
Elaine M. Runner has been promoted to
accounting officer for Signet Bank in Richmond, Va.

1981
. Stephen M. Alford has accepted the position of vice president of production for the
Philadelphia office of Alexander and Alexander Inc., the second largest insurance brokerage fnm in the world. Stephen and his
wife, Cheri, reside in Philadelphia, Pa., with
their daughter.
Keith M. Cenekofsky has been named a
partner with Simon Lever and Co. in Lancaster, Pa., where he resides with his wife, Kathy Rappuchi Cenekofsky (!82), and their
daughter.
Jan Kline Frost is the camping and outdoor program specialist for the Girl Scouts
San Diego, Ca., Imperial Council Inc.
Jill A. Heller owns a picture frame shop
and art gallery in Orlando, Fla. She is also
pursuing a degree in computer graphics.
Kelly Ward Lowe is a choral director at
Stuarts Draft (Va.) High School. She is also
the music director of the Finley Memorial
Presbyterian Church in Stuarts Draft
Lori Rechln is an account manager with
Newcity Communications (Y106-Y104FM)
in Atlanta, Ga.
Phoef Sutton, a writer and producer for
Cheers, appeared last fall along with a panel
of the show's stars, producers, writers and
directors on an NBC special to toast Cheers'
200th episode.

1982
Mary Drumeller Binda is a professional
storyteller. She and her husband, Bob, reside
in Waynesboro, Va. with their daughter.
Laura Speed Campbell is a flight attendant for U.S. Air. She and her husband,
Thomas, reside in Annapolis, Md.
Amy Cox Conner and her husband,
Charles F. Conner III, live in Ashton, Md.,
with their newborn daughter.
Holly Dvorak Dunne is a home instructor
for the Montgomery County Public Schools
in Maryland. She and her husband, Tom, reside in Germantown. Md.
Linda Gay Gardner manages the computer department for Comp-U-Dose, an institutional pharmacy in Richmond, Va.
Margo Coble McFarland is the public
relations coordinator for the Barry Robinson
Center in Norfolk, Va.
Donna Smith Odell is a medical technologist in microbiology at Forsyth Memorial
. Hospital in Winston-Salem, N.C.
Susan Reynolds Polomski is an outpatient dietician at St Francis Hospital in
Greenville, S.C. She recently received the

qualification of certified diabetes educator.
Linda Maria Porpora White is a compensation assistant for
the personnel department at American
Medical Laboratories.
in Fairfax, V a.

1983
Kimberly A. Aub
teaches first grade in
Randy Allison
the San Francisco Bay
area in California and ('78)
coaches the boys and
girls high school varsity tennis teams there.
She will soon be teaching overseas in the
student foreign exchange program.
Christie Moniz Barham completed her
master's in secondary English this past August She is teaching sixth grade at Calvary
Christian School in Columbus, Ga. Her husband, Brian, is on active duty as a company
commander at Fort Benning, Ga. Adoption
of their 1-year-gld son became fmal in August
Cathryne C. Cummings was promoted to
bank card officer by Signet Bank in Richmond, Va. Cathryne develops management·
information related to bank card solicitations
in the bank card marketing and analyis department She began working for Signet in
1986 and was a programmer analyst in planning/information/fmancial analysis before
moving to bank card. She is a former analyst
with the Federal Reserve Bank and the
Council of Higher Education. Cathryne lives
in Mechanicsville, Va.
Lee Anna Farran has completed the Officer Indoctrination School at the Naval Education and Training Center in Newport, R.I.
Mark R. Gooch is an accountant/project
manager for Sartox Data Systems. His wife,
Susan Mayer Gooch ('84), is the cash manager for East Coast Oil Corp. Mark and Susan reside in Chesterfield, Va.
Jeff Kellet has been promoted to manager
of Airborne Express in the GreenvilleSpartanburg area in South Carolina.
Ronald H. Kline has accepted the position of director of marketing for Shenandoah
Telephone Co. and all of its subsidiary companies in Harrisonburg, Va.
Robert M. Lawler is administrative and
loan officer for Jefferson National Bank in
Winchester, Va. His wife, Cathy P. Lawler
('87), is division manager for Leggett Department Store at Apple Blossom Mall, also
in Winchester. They live in Stephens City,
Va., with their newborn daughter.
Dana M. Porter is a CPA with Hoffman

1984
Tim Dancy is a salesman for Dixie Container in Richmond, Va.
Mark E. Douglas is a commerical real estate agent with Monon G. Thalhimer. His
wife, Susan Brown Douglas ('86), is the
sales manager at the Holiday Inn in Rich-

Mary Beth Eye is the educational services coordinator at the National Society of .
Fundraising Executives in Alexandria, Va.
Mary Beth and her husband, Michael, reside
in Woodbridge, Va.
McLauren Pearman Foster has moved
to Wiesbaden, Germany, with her husband,
Jim, to sing with a show band that tours Germany and Europe.
Mark G. Hollingsworth recently joined
the Investors Security Co. Inc. in Suffolk,
Va., as vice president and portfolio manager.
Annette Grandy Jackson is a field personnel representative at the State Farm Insurance Co. in Fairfax, Va.
Phillip R. Lingafelt has joined the law
firm of Glenn, Flippin, Feldmann and Darby
in Roanoke, Va..
Merle D. Shank is a programmer analyst
with Computer Management and Development Services. His wife, Suzanne Witthaus
Shank ('84), is the office manager at Shomo
Realty. Merle and Suzanne reside in Harrisonburg, Va.
Thomas Edward Smiley is a food and
beverage controller at Bally's Grand Hotel
and Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. He and his
wife, Taccie Ann Smiley ('84), reside in
Ocean City, N.J.
Susan E. Sturgeon resigned as a captain
in the U.S, Army after serving a tour in Germany and the White House/Military District
of Washington. She is presently the special
projects manager for the television department at the National Association of Broadcasters.
Clement A. Sydnor IV handles commercial liability claims for Aetna Life and Casualty in Overland Park, Kan.
Christine Clark Talley is a career counselor at San Jose State University in San.
Jose, Ca. Christine and her husband, Charles,
reside in Freemon!, Ca.

1985
Richard S. Barney is a sales representative for J.R. Monon Co. and will be opening
up a new branch office. He and his wife,
DeboQib, reside in Columbia, S.C., with their
daughter.
Kristin Anne Cooney is a breastfeeding
and maternal child health associate at the \nstitute for International Studies in Natural
Family Planning at the Georgetown University Medical Center in Washington, D.C. She
and her husband, Brian, reside in Arlington,
Va.
Walter Curt formed Shenandoah Electronic Intelligence Inc., a contract research
and development firm and parent company
of three separate corporations, including SEI
Technology. Curt hopes to bring more tech-

For more Information about a planned gift arraooement
that best meet your needs while also providing for
James Madison University, please contact:
Don A. Moore, Ill
director of planned support
and special gifts
University Advancement

explains the basic
differences from both
your viewpoint and
ours:

Methods of Giving

mond, Va.
Hank Ebert has been promoted to news
V~ucer at WDBJ Television in Roanoke,

and Dykes in Vienna,
Va.
Stacy Konopik Romine is a system adminstrator/consul tant
for Mazda Motor
Manufacturing. She
and her husband, Roger, reside in Plymouth, Mich.
Catherine L. Staples is a recreation supervisor in adult and
Dr. Gary Michael youth services for the
Gorman ('79)
Department of Parks
and Recreation for the
City of Virginia Beach, Va.
Connie Wilson is a speech pathology supervisor at the Charleston Speech and Hearing Center in Charleston, S.C.
R. Edward Zimmerman has been appointed assistant professor of music and college organist at Wheaton CollegeConservatory of Music in Wheaton, ill. He
served previously as a director of musicorganist at First Presbyterian Church in
Waynesboro for 15 years. Zimmerman, who
received his master of music degree from
JMU, received his doctor of musical arts degree in performance and literature from the
Eastman School of Music of the University
of Rochester. While at First Presbyterian,
Zimmerman taught in JMU's philosophy department and in the music department at
Bridgewater College. In 1988, he presented a
lecture-recital on the liturgical organ- works
of Felix-Alexandre Guilmant for the Third
Interhational Romantic Organ Music Symposium in Chicago, and in 1989 presented a
paper on Charles Toumemire for the Institute for Critical Studies of Organ Music in
St Paul, Minn. In June he appeared in Minneapolis as performer of Toumemire's
Pentecost Suite during the year-long performance project featuring the complete
L' Orgue Mystique in a liturgical setting. An
article, c<>-authored with Lawrence Archbold, on the liturgical 01gan works of Guilmant, will appear in a forthcoming anthology
concerning French organ music since the
Revolution. He has served as dean of the
Blue Ridge (Virginia) Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and on the Worship
Committee of Shenandoah Presbytery.

When You Give,
Choose the Best Way
For You
The following table
Whatever your reason
for giving, choose
the method that best
suits your
circumstances.
Fortunately, you
have many valuable
options.
You can make an
outright gift that
assures you a current
tax deduction and
allow us to use the
gift now for our
pressing needs.
Or you can give us
a deferred gift for our
ultimate use, a plan
that assures you a
current tax
deduction plus other
benefits.
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Your Benefits

James Madison University
Harrisonburg, VA ~807
(703) 568~3743

Our Benefits

Cash

Tax deduction

Immediate use for our needs

Securities*

Tax deduction; tax avoidance on gain

Personal property for related
use by charity
Real property*

Tax deduction; tax avoidance on gain

Immediate use of income or sales proceeds
Immediate use of the property

Life insurance policy
Life estate in home or farm

Current and possible future tax deduction
Continued use; tax deduction;
avoidance on gain; estate tax savings
Ute income, tax deduction; avoidance
on estate tax savings

Annuity trust and unitrust /
Lead trust
Bequest

Tax deduction; tax avoidance or gain

Allows property to be passed to others with
reduced transfer taxes
Estate tax savings

Immediate use of property or its income or
sale proceeds
Ultimate use of policy proceeds
Ultimate use of property
proceeds
Ultimate use of gift after lifetime and
any other beneficiary
Use of income for term of trust
Ultimate use of gift

'The Charity needs to determine when the sale is to be made in order to have the donor avoid paying a capital gains tax.
NOTE: For relatively few taxpayers, the capital gain portion of a lifetime gift may be subject to the alternative minimum tax.
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nology into the Shenandoah Valley through
his corpcntions.
Maria Forry Dangerftdd was recently
promoted to videotape supczvisor at CNN.
She and her husband, Michael, reside in
Staunton, Va.
Angela J. Aylor Galyean works for Vista
Feden.l Savings Bank in Reston, Va. She
was married on July 27, 1990.
Jeffrey Eugene Hollingsworth is working towaud a master's of divinity from Regent University in Virginia Beach, Va.
Victor Job and Cheryl Emig Job ('86)
are independent manufacturers representatives to the food service industry. They currently live in Rochesta, N.Y., with their
newborn daughta.
Jennifer Conrad Johnson has been
named an associate of the law fmn of Sands,
Anderson, Marks and 'Milia in Richmond,
Va. She graduated from the T.C. Williams
School of Law at the Univasity of Richmond in 1988.
Nick Kokulis is a sixth grade teacher at
Oak Hill Elementary. He and his wife, Nancy, reside in Herndon, Va.
Lorna E. McGilvray will graduate from
Emory University School of Law in May
1991. She will begin practicing law with
Parker, Johnson, Cook and Dunlevie in Atlanta, Ga. in September 1991.
· Christine Ott completed a master's in
physi~ theral:'y in 1988 and is pursuing a
Ph.D. m exerciSe physiology in Philadelphia,
Pa.
Roderick Rohrer received a master's of
science in information systems from George
Mason University in December 1989. He is a
senior information systems analyst for the
Federal National Mortagage Association in
Washington, D.C.
Ellen Schorsch is a private piano teacher
in Waynesboro, Va., and will be planning
Waynesboro's First Night celebration. She
recently performed for the Thursday Morning Music Club at Trinity Episcopal Church,
also in Waynesboro. ·
Frederick Wayne Willison is a doctor
and clinical associate of radiation oncology
at the National Institute of Health in Bethesda, Md.

1986
P. Steven Craig is an account executive
for Hilb, Kogal and Hamilton Co. in Richmond, 'Ia..

Eric ll. Escb \s wor\dng toward a master's of business administration~~ the College of William and Mary.
Lee Denny Hill is the executive secretary
to the fmancial director at Gardner-Denver
in Roanoke, Va. She also teaches part time at
Dominion Business School.
Brian Hogan received a master's of business administration from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1990. He is

CLASS NOTES
currently working for
Aegon USA Invest-

ment Management in
Baltimore, Md.
Glenn Lancaster
has been promoted to
opaations center
managa for Nabisco. .
His wife, Diane Hofsteller Lancaster
('87), is a consulting
dietician for Stuart
Circle Hospital and
Keit·h M.
New WeJ.Iness Inc.
Cenekofsky ('81)
Glenn and Diane reside in Richmond, Va.
Lisa Jooes Morris is a kindergarten
teacha at the Sundance School in North
Plainfield, N.J.
Kathy Green Morris is a real estate offica for Maryland National Bank in Baltimore,Md
Jennifer J, Paul has moved from Alexandria, Va., to Raleigh, N,C.
Amy Rennie is a CPA/accounting supervisor with Southern Health Services in Richmond, Va.
Suzanne Nedrow Shuster has been promoted to senior logistics analyst on the undersea surveillance project with the Navy.
She and her husband, Robert, reside in Herndon, Va.
Kimberly A. Taylor graduated from
Hampton University with a master's of business administration in fmanc~ in May 1990.
She is currently employed at the corporate
offices of Unisys Corp. in Philadelphia, Pa.
Scott Turner is an employee benefits coordinator with P A -PGC, a subsidary of Blue
Cross/Biu~ Shield of Indiana. He is also pursuing a master's of public administration at
Eastern Kentucky University. He and his
wife, Donna, reside in Indianapolis, Ind.

. 1987 '
David Scott Corbett is senior accountant
for Dean Witter Intercapital at the World
Trade Center in New York. He lives in
Brookside, N.J.
Susan Wampler Dommer is the choral
director at the Stonewall Middle School in
Manassas, 'I a..
Christopher James Felix \sa senior sales
executive for Bell Atlantic Mobile Systems
in Fairfax, Va.
Kelly A. Glass Gray is assistant to the
publisher for Modern Railroads Magazine in
Landover, Md.
Scott D. Hevener is a staff accountant for
West, Crawley and Winn in Chester, Va.
James A. Bass has been assigned to a carrier-based anti-submarine squadron in Jack-

sonville, Fla. Hereceived his naval flight
officer wings of gold
in Octoba 1990.
Robert B. Houston
is a special agent for
the FBI in the Spokane, Wash., field office.
Lori Rothengass
Miller is a program
manager for the Audio-Reader Network
Lynette D.
in Lawrence, Kansas.
Chappell ('79)
Kristin McLeod
Reihl is a field development consultant for Life of Virginia in
Richmond, Va.
John E. Stonko has been promoted to
vice president of corporate communications
at Roosevelt Communications Consultants.
Amy Bowlin Terlitsky is a private tutor.
She and her husband, Walter, reside in Jackson, Miss., with their daughter.
Laura A. Walsh has completed the Officer Indoctrination School at the Naval Education and Training Center in I*wport, R.I.
Laura joined the Navy Reserves in May
1990, afta receiving a bachelor of science
degree in nursing from George Mason University.
Susan Gervinski Wenzlick is a software
engineer for ARINC in Anapolis, Md.

1988
Valeta K. Bostic works at the Pentagon
on a large strategic nuclear war programming model in support of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.
Daniel S. Connolly has been jrromoted to
·senior marketing representative for Skytel in
Washington, D.C.
Lisa Blair Cook is a development assistant in the Cornell University Fund in Ithaca,
N.Y.
Krista Hall Dawson teaches second grade
in the Montgomery County Public Schools
in Gaithersburg, Md.
Terri Summers Green is a program coordinator for Government Institutes Inc. in
Rockville, Md.
Mary Ann Jeffrey Hart and husband,
Samuel Keith Hart, live in Bumpass, 'Ia..,
with their newborn daughter.
Craig Leavitt works for the U.S. Department of Agriculture in Washington, D.C. as
a computa specialist He received the Special Achievement Award from the department last year and was rated "outstanding"
for the recent annual performance rating period. He is now on special assignment with
the Secretary of Agriculture's office.

Michael Linskey was promoted to the
Baltimore Orioles for spring training camp.
The Orioles bought out Mike's Rochester
contract and put him on the 40-man roster.
John L. Martin is a first lieutenant in the
U.S. Army and is stationed at Fort Hood,
Texas. He is currently serving with the first
calvary division in Saudi Arabia.
Dan Murphy is a senior tax accountant
with Arthur Andason. His wife, Michelle
Miller Murphy ('88), teaches elementary
school in Fairfax County. Dan and Michelle
reside in Silver Springs, Md.
Julie Stith Nicol is a social studies teacher at Monacan High School in Chestafield
County, V a. She is also the sponsor of the
high school's varsity cheerleaders, pep club
and the peer facilitators.
Jeff F. Robinson is a flfSt lieutenant in
the Army and is -stationed in Babenhausen,
West Germany. His wife, Paige Bowers
Robinson ('90), is a substitute teacher at the
Education Center for enlisted men at the
base.
Laura Pagano Smith is a program nutritionist for the Trenton WIC Program with
the New Jersey: Department of Health. Laura
and her husband, William, reside in Ringoes,
N.J.
Rob Testwuide is a sales manager for
GIT Investment Funds in Arlington, Va.

1989
Stephen Norman Bender is a computer
system engineer at EDS in Exton, Pa. He and
his wife, Nancy Haller Bender ('87), reside
in West Chester, Pa.
Kenneth Calhoun is an investment executive with Paine Weber in Greensboro, N.C.,
where he resides with his wife, Jeannette
Brill Calhoun ('89).
Joe Clem is an active duty naval officer in
medical school. His wife, Anamari Oem
('89), teaches special education in Fairfax
County. They live in Vienna with their newborn son.
Alexandria Dapolito is a legal recruiter
for the Washington, D.C. law firm of Collier,
Shannon and Scott She resides in Alexandria, Va.
Traci Dority was named Miss VirginiaU.S.A. She will compete in the nationallytelevised Miss U.S.A. pageant in Wichita,
Kansas in February. Traci currently works as
an assistant video producer for the Kamber
Group in Washington, D.C.
Barry A. Falch is living in New Orleans
and working as a research associate with the
transplant team at LSU Medical Center.
Jan Fox is the advertising director for a
trade association magazine in Washington,
D.C.
Joan E. Honold recently passed the CPA
exam and is-a staff accountant at KPMG
. Peat Marwick in Washington, D.C.
Andrew E. Palmer is in his second year

This ·year in our annual tele-_

To reach our goal of $500,000

fund alumni and parents have

this winter, our students w.UI call

pledged more
than $300,00
in support
of JMU.
These ·gifts
strengthen
scholarship
programs, ·
academic
departments and
library resources.

and ask for
your participation. When
the Annual
Fund calls,
please give it helps the
heart of the ·
university.

dlffll
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?f grad.uate studies ~ P~y Conservatory

m Balnmore, Md. HlS wife, Suzanne Kubic
Palmer ('87), teaches general music at Olde
Creek Elementary in Fairfax, Va. Andrew
and Susan reside in Annandale, Va.
Lionel P. Perkins graduated from the Basic School at the Marine Corps Combat Development Command in Quantico, Va.
Pete Rairnist is an English teacher for the
Chesterfield County Public Schools in Midlothian, Va.
Henry Charles Scott is worlcing for
ACTR in Moscow while attending Pusbkin
University.
Jeffrey David Shoaf works for Congressman Bud Shuster. His wife, Michelle
Vaughn Shoaf ('89), works for Planning Research Corp. Jeff and Michelle reside in
McLean, Va.
Cindy A. Stiles is pursuing a Ph.D. at the
University of South Carolina in Columbia,
S.C.
Gabrielle Taylor is a marketing associate
ror Smelkinson SYS.CO. She is also the presIdent of the Alpha S1gma Alpha Sorority
alumni chapter in Washington, D.C.
Thomas Morris Torok is a mongage
loan officer for Lindley Mortgage Corp. in
Vienna, Va.

1990
Kristine Michelle Blake is an MBA student at the Notre Dame Graduate School of
Business.
Audra Gwyn Butler is a second grade
teacher for the Greene County Schools in
Standardsville, V a.
Michele Coffman has joined the accounting staff of Phibbs, Burckholder, Geisert and
Huffman in Harrisonburg, Va.
Charles L. Curran is a staff accountant
with Price Waterhouse in Fairfax, Va.
Merry Beth Hyland is the director of
bands and choirs at New Kent High School
in New Kent, Va.
J.P~ Mowery is a staff accountant with
Phibbs, Burckholder, Geisert and Huffman
in Harrisonburg, Va.
Trish Novak is a staff accountant with
Ernst and Young in Washington, D.C.
Kimberly Conwell Rose works in underwriting for Life of Virginia in Richmond.
She lives in Chester, Va.
Gail Weaver works as a staff accountant
with Phibbs, Burckholder, Geisert and Huffman in Harrisonburg,,Va.

Weddings
Kathy Harmon ('74)
to Richard B. Godesky on June 16,
1990.
Debbie Ferrara ('76)
to Randolph B.
Sese on Sept 22,
1990.
Sharon K. Browh
('77) to Frank E.
Spengler on Oct
4, 1990.
Pani Jean Pope ('78) to Susan Leigh
Dan E. Warren on Brown Douglas
Oct6, 1990.
.
Nancy E. White to Sands Smith, Jr. ('78) on
Oct 14, 1990.
Rebecca Sue Wright (79) to Lewis E.
Campbell on Nov. 10, 1990.
Elizabeth Ann Christian ('81) to Steven
Keith Floyd on Sept 8, 1990.
Lori Rechin ('81) to David Sheridan on Nov.
24,1990.
Mary Jay Thompson ('81) to Bob Bell on
Nov. 25, 1990.
Vicky Biann ('82) to Peter Humphries Scorensen on Feb. 17, 1990.
Dana M. Poner ('83) to Andrew Forrest on
June 30, 1990.
Connie Wilson ('83) to Ronald Belter on
April14, 1990.
Virginia Arrnsby ('84) to Edward J ..Reusser
on Aug. 4, 1990.
Annette M. Grandy ('84) to Bruce R.Jackson on Jan. 20, 1990.
Mary Beth Looney ('84) to Michael K. Eye
('79) on June 24, 1989.
Dierdre E. Moriarty ('84) to Anthony G. Magro on April21, 1990.
Lee Ann Brill to Rick Byrd ('85) on Nov.
10,1990.
Amy Marie Christin to Jeffrey Eugene Hollingsworth ('85) on July 29, 1990.
Lisa Anastasia Girod ('85) to Scott Martin
Wulff on May 12, 1990.
Christine A. Heirn ('85) to Anthony Correia
on Nov. 17, 1990.
Nancy Lyall to Nick Kokulis ('85) in July
1990.
Robyn L. McFarland ('85) to William T.
"Tracy" Burnette ('85) on Aug. 11, 1990.

Joanna Boubm ('86) toW. Michael Pumphrey ('86) on June 9, 1990.
Devena Byrd ('86) to Rickey Robertson on
Dec. 22, 1990.
Joanna M. Campbell ('86) to Steven 1. Palkovitz ('82) on May 26, 1990.
Lisa Farina ('86) to Alfred Edward Delmonico on Jan. 27, 1990.
Brenda Ray Gran toP. Steven Craig ('86) on
Oct 6, 1990.
Suzanne Nedrow ('86) to Roben Dean
Shuster on Nov. 3, 1990.
Laura L. Powers ('86) to Chester Damian on
July 22, 1989.
Susan Vorhees ('86) to Eric R. Esch on Oct
7, 1989.
Sarah Adams Burgdorf ('87) to Thomas
Richard Bauer on Nov. 3, 1990.
Rhonda Clayton ('87) to Roger A. Scott on
Nov. 3, 1990.
Susan Wampler Dommer ('87) to Roger A.
Scott on Nov. 3, 1990.
Susan Gervinski ('87) to Daniel Wenzlick on
Sept 29, 1990.
1
Kelly A. Glass ('87) to Christopher P. Gray
on April 28, I 990.
Susan Marie Graham ('87) to Lee Bryant
ShuleronAug. 11,1990.
Connie Newlin ( '&7) to Brad Brautigam
('86) on May 26, 1990.
Lori Rothengass ('87) to Ken Miller on July
28, 1990.
Susan Tae Trainum ('87) to David Anthony
Pepin on sept 8, 1990.
_
Susan Marie Wampler ('87) to Roben Frederick Dommer on April 7, 1990.
Betty Jo Waver ('87) to Kris Killinger ('86)
on Aug. 25, 1990.
Susan K. Bender ('88) to James C. Quist on
Sept. 29, 1990.
Julie M. Biliunas ('88) to William P. Killian
on Aug. 18, 1990. ·
Kathy Dawn !lranner ( 188) to Richard Wade
McKenzie on Sept. 8, 1990.
Cynthia Jane Brown ('88) to Richard J.
Mathers on Aug. 3, 1990.
Kimberly Chapman ('88) to Deni Dennis
('88) on Jan. 6, 1990.
Susan L. Graham ('88) to Peter Larkin on
Sept 29, 1990.
Sarah L. Haussermann ('88) to Patrick Burford on Aug. 31, 1990.
Michelle Miller ('88) to Dan Murphy (;88)
on Aug. 18, 1990.
Kelly Oles ('88) to Christopher James Felix
('87) on Oct. 6, 1990.
Monica Roesch ('88) to Scott Gesicki on
June 30, 1990.
.
Kimberly Robin Sedwick ('88) to Christopher Paul Rust on Oct. 6, 1990.
Elizabeth Ann Seaver ('88) to Michael
Franklin Funkhouser on June 23, 1990.
Julie Silcox ('88) to Mark. G. Caruso on
Sept. 29,1990.
Julie Smith ('88) to Ed Nicol on Aug. 18,
1990.
Terri Ann Summers ('88) to Richard Kirk
Green on May 19, 1990.
Lee Malani Van Orden ('88) to Gregory Edward Tutwiler ort Sept. 23, 1990.
Robin Rae Anderson ('89) to James Harrison
Nowlin on Sept. 22, 1990.
Jeannett Brill ('89) to Kenneth Calhoun
· ('89) on Oct: 6, 1990.
·
Renee Buongiomo ('89) to Frank Radics
('88) on Sept 29, 1990.
Julie Ann Marsh ('89) to Thomas Craig
Proctor on Aug. 11, 1990.
Pamela R. Newman ('89) to George D. Michaels ('88) on Oct 6, 1990.
Michelle Ann Vaughn ('89) to Jeffrey David
Shoaf ('89) on Aug. 11, 1990.
Mary F. Zirnmeran ('89) to Todd E. Leek on
June 10, 1989.
Audra Gwyn Butler ('90) to Christopher S.
Taylor on June 30, 1990.
Kimberly Sue Conwell ('90) to Douglas
Rose ('87) on Dec. 8, 1990.
Angilee Lucille Mills ('90) to _Keith B.
'Downing ('89) Sept 16, 1990.

DIAL 568-DUKE
To ensure that you will be seated in JMU sections at away events, please be sure to pmchase tickets for Dukes' away games through the JMU ticket office at 568-DUKE.The proceeds from away game ticket sales will support JMU's athletic program.

Mark your calendars
for upcoming
reunion weekends
April 19-20 (Founders Weekend) - Bluestone Society
and the classes of 1941, '46 and '51.
Sept. 19-21 -

The class of 1956

Oct. 18-19- The classes of 1961 and '66.
Oct. 25-26 (Homecoming Weekend) 1971, '76, '81 and '86.

The classes of

0

Obituaries
Ruth Round Hooff ('12) on Dec. 9, 1989.
Clotilde R. Ballard ('24) in March 1990.
Elsie L. Burnett ('24).
Mildred M. Kaufmann ('24) in January
1990.
Emma G. Smith ('25) on Sept 14, 1990.
Roberta K. Spaulding ('26) on June 28,
1989.
Eugenia P. Reese ('27) on Aug. 31, 1990.
Rebecca Jennings Hillsman ('29) on Oct 27,
1990.
Katheryn Payne Halley ('30).
Alva Moyers Hawkins ('39).
Selma M. Taylor ('47).
Virginia Watson ('48) in January 1990.
Elizabeth J. Boone ('58) on July 26, 1990.
Rosalie J. Cessna ('84) on Sept. 13, 1990.

Buy officially licensed JMU Merchandise
Shopping in your hometpwn for JMU merchandise? Many major retailing
chains now carry sweatshirts, T-shirts, caps and other popular items. If you don't
see them in your area, ask the manager to stock and display the merchandise
from your alma mater.
The officially licertSed collegiate products label should appear on all merchandise authorized by JMU. With this label, the alurnrti, student and fan know that
they are buying a product of quality and authenticity that represents the goodwill ,
of JMU. Merchandise not bearing these labels bur using the marks of JMU may
represent an infringement of trademark.
When you buy officially licensed merchandise that carries the red, white and
blue hangtag, you help support JMU. So be a real Dukes fan and look for the officiallabel.

Look for the Label!

. Norwood appears in Super Bowl
Placekicker Scott Norwood ('82) helped talCe the Buffalo Bills to the team's first Super
Bowl Jan. 27, when the Bills fell short of the championship by a single point JMU's other
pro football players, Charles Haley of the San Francisco 49ers and Gary Clark of the Washington Redskins, already wear Super Bowl rings.

Remember your Purple Pride
Feb. 8, 1991 marks the beginning of the Duke Club campaign, which will run until
March 14, 1991. Volunteers will be calling alumni, friends and organizations for financial
support of JMU athletics. Duke Club contributions support 25 sports programs and more
than 500 student athletes who represent JMU.
When someone contacts you, please remember your Purple Pride and support the Duke
Club. For those people we are unable to contact and who are interested in support om student athletes, please call568-M61 for more information on how you can be involved. Our
student athletes are counting on you.
-
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CHAPTER
Late fall and early winter has been an active
period for chapter events throughout "the
world of JMU alwnni." This has also been a
valuable and productive time for planning as
all of the groups are preparing for a fun-filled
and exciting 1991.
The Richmond chapter held a reception for
David Gill ('76), the recipient of the 1990
Alwnni Achievement Award, at the Jefferson
Sheraton Hotel on Nov. 13. President Ronald
E. Carrier, Athletic Director Dean Ehlers and
basketball coach Lefty Driesell were among
the JMU notables on hand to honor David. Kudos to Nora Crouch ('80) and Elizabeth Keane
('85) for all their help with such a great event.
· Frank and Suzanne Ridgway ('80) hosted
the Richmond holiday meeting/party Dec. 17.
Thanks so much for a special evening. Richmond was once again the location for
!he Richmond Times-Dispatch Invitational
basketball tournament. All events, both before
andafter the game's, moved to Champions,
where alumni, fans and fi:iends enjoyed JMU's
championship performance.
Two in a row. That's what our friends in the
Baltimore/Annapolis chapter are saying after
the Dukes football team won at Navy for the
second year in a row. The chapter will take
some.of the credit, as a huge group gathered
for a pre-game tailgate.party and pep rally with
the Marching Royal Dukes. What a great combination. The Baltimore/Annapolis folks kept
up their pace for fun at their Holiday Happy
Hour Dec. 6 at the Rusty Scupper in Towson.
More than 50 people from the Tidewater
. The committees in Metro Washington also
and Greater Peninsula chapters were out in
spent a g'reat deal of time on two of their main
force for the Hampton Roads Admirals
events of the year.
h~ckey game Nov. 17. Chris Koehn ('89)
The First Annual New Year's Eve Party at
· made all the right moves for an event that
the Ramada Renaissance in the Ballston Metro·
turned out to be a real winner.
Center was a great evening. More than 450
Marc Gillions also chipped in with the
JMU alums and friends were on hand for the
planning of a pre-game social at Annabash. A special thanks to Greg Gromada ('87)
belle's in Greenville, N.C. prior to the
and Lisa Balatbat ('87) for such a fun party.
Dukes' conference battle with East Carolina
Pat Julius ('87) con'tinued the success of CaJan. 12.
reer Connection in Metro Washington as curMembers of the Charlottesville steering
rent students and alums explored job opportucommittee kicked off the holiday season at
nities at the Key Bridge Marriott Jan. 3. This
Pargos Dec. 6 in a combination meeting and'
has become an annual event in the area, so its
dinner. The main event on the horizon is the
never too early to start looking forward to next
Feb. 7 reception at the Omni in Charlot~s
year's meeting.
ville. Keep an eye out for your invitation
The Shenando;m Valley Chapter and all area
and begin making plans now to attend:
Washington Redskrns fans gathered at one of
Curt Clements ('86), president of the
Harrisonburg's new hot spots; T.J. ArmadilRoanoke chapter, and members of his comlo's, Dec. 9 for the Bears vs. 'Skins game. Ray
mittee met for a similar event at Billy's Ritz
Cilimberg ('85) and Todd Dofflemyer('86)
Dec. 5. Alums in the Star City area can bemade all the plans for this football fiesta. Of girrlooking forward to an exciting 1991 as
course our own Gary Clark of 'the 'Skins coopplenty of JMU activities are in the works.
eiated by keying the comeback with a touchMembers of the Roanoke chapter also
down reception in the second half as Washingturned out for the JMU vs. Virginia Tech
ton held off the Bears 10-9. Thanks guys.
basketball game Nov. 28 in Blacksburg.

HAPPY
NEW
.YEAR!

JMU university advancement vice president Don Lemish, Joie, Marsh ('87) and her
husband, Andy, celebrate at Bob and Gail LaRose's Middleburg farm, where the
Marching Royal Dukes performed. A big crowd of JMU alumni turned out for the
Dukes' victory over Navy at Annapolis, where the JMU festivities included a perfor- mance by the Marching Royal Dukes Jed by Pat Rooney and an appearance by Dr.
Carrier. Andy Marsh, alumni director Sarah Schaeffer ('78), Greg Gromada ('87), Kathy Walsh ('88) and Joie Marsh ('87) celebrate the Dukes' win. -

Jeff Harper ('87), Donna Butler ('71) and W.S. Gay ('84) gather for the Ri~hmond
Chapter Holiday Party (top left). David Gill ('76~ (top right) was ho~ored w1th the 1990
Alumni Achievement Award Nov, 9 at a recept1on hosted by the Richmond Chapter.
Football fiesta style as the Shenandoah Valley Chapter came together Dec 9 for the
Was~ington Redskins game (bottom).
.

'

Members of the .Baltimore Chapter, Norm Sewell and Alumni Board president Paul We- ·
ber ('80) at the post-game party at the Capital Centre. More Richmond Chapter cheer:
Alumni and friends help rally the Times-Dispatch pre-game crowd at Champions (top),
while this other group takes time out from the chapter Christmas party to mug for the .
camera (bottom).
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NEWS
METRO WASHINGTON
NEW YEAR'S EVE
PARTY

will make another trip to the Richmond Coliseum for the Colonial Athletic Association
Tournament All pre-game and post-game activities will take place at the Richmond Marriott. Look for information in the mail and at the
tournament. For ticket information, call (703)
JMUDUKE.
ATLANTA CLUB: Members are making
plans for a pig roast May 18. Details later.

Fans got an early look at the Dukes in this
2-poil)t Hokie win.
Members of the Fredericksburg chapter
assisted in hosting and decorating Litchfield, the 1930s home of Janet Fitzgerald
Burckell ('79), as part of the American Cancer Society open house tour.
Alumni board representative Ron Stith
('77) and other members of the Black Alumni Chapter continue to make plans for an annual meeting so that a chapter president can
be elected.
Alums from near and far converged on
Las Vegas for the Dukes ' Jan. 2 game with
defending national champion Nevada Las
Vegas. Fans from California and Nevada
joined forces with a JMU travel group to
cheer the Dukes on in this exciting contest.

UPCOMING EVENTS
RICHMOND: Frank Ridgway ('80) has
his hands in more hoops stuff, as the Dukes
visit the University of Richmond Feb. 6.
Make plans to attend the game and a post•
game social in Alumni Hall (next to the soccer
stadium) as the Dukes continue this fierce instate rivalry. Less than four weeks later JMU

BALTIMORE/ANNAPOLIS: The 1990-91
season marks the final regularly scheduled
game for JMU at Navy as the Midshipmen
move to the Patriot League in 1991-92. With
this in mind, the Baltimore/Annapolis chapter
will meet at Griffms following the game for a
"going away party."
All of our jock friends have a dream week
to look forward to in May as chapters are preparing for two golf tournaments and a tennis
tournament May 4-13.
TIDEWATER: Robert Ruhl ('80) is gearing
up for a Tidewater golf tournament May 10.
METRO WASHINGTON: Parents Council
member Jim Welch has the May 13 Metro
Washington tourney right on track. The
GREATER PENINSULA Chapter and Marc
Gillions are looking forward to their First Annual Tennis Tournament and picnic May 4.
Keep an eye open for more information or call
the JMU Alumni Office at (703) JMU-6234.
Start saving up that vacation time and plan to
join us.
The Greater Peninsula Chapter is also busy
planning its spring event aboard the American
Rover tall ship. Plan on joining us for this
April 20 cruise.
Once again, our calendar of events lists
these and many other JMU activities. If you
have ideas for other events or would just like
to become involved, call the chapter president
in your area or Geoff Polglase, director of
alumni chapters, at (703) JMU-6234. We are
always looking for new people and new ideas.

Jeff Harper and Pat Juiius ('87) share a laugh following JMU's three-point loss to Oklahoma at the Capital Centre. More hoops parties: (left) David Bruce, Ernie Chenault
('84) and Blake Auchmoody get ready to celebrate the Dukes' Richmond TimesDispatch Championship. Director of Alumni, Sarah Schaeffer ("78) (far right) and new
hubby Tom (second from left) mug for the camera with Duke Club members Dick and
Pat Mason at the TDIT pre-game party.

Chapter Presidents
Metro Washington-JohnNewcomb('86),
(202) 543-2582
Richmond -Jeff Harper ('87), (804) 276-6425
Tidewater-Kevin Rack ('80), (804) 463-1302
Shenandoah Valley- Jack Smith ('68),
(703) 434-5745
Charlottesville Area-James "Doug" Ponton
('83), (703) 832-2033
Roanoke Valley-CurtClements ('86),
(703) 344-3044
Baltimore/Annapolis-Nancy Sewell (77),
(215) 255-0127
Fredericksburg Area -Robin Stefaniga Doerpinghaus ('81), (703) 752-8811
Greater Peninsula-Marc Gillions ('83),
(804) 898-7211
Black Alumni- chapter contact: Ron Stith (77) ,
(703) 430-2068. The chapter will elect a
president in the near future .

(top left) Fredericksburg president Robin Stefaniga Doerpinghaus ('81 ), Karen Harris
('80) and Janet Fitzgerald Burckell ('79) during the American Cancer Society Open
House. (top right) Norm Sewell, Dixon Wood ('82) and Marc Gillions ('83) take notes at
the Alumni Leadership Conference. (bottom left) Metro Washington's Career Connec-.
tion Ill was once again a success for alumni and current students. (bottom right) Director of Chapters Geoff Polglase ('85) congratulates Lisa Balatbat ('87) for a job well
done with the Metro Washington New Year's Eve Party.

• Pat Julius ('87) and Usa Balatbat ('87) planning their respective activities during the November Alumni Leadership Conference. Also, Alumni Director Sarah Schaeffer married
JMU Foundation accountant Tom Schaeffer Nov. 21. Here they are with Sarah's daughter Jackie and JMU planned giving director, Don Moore. And here's a sneak peak at
JMU's new Duke Club director, Mike Minnis .

.
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SPORTS
Women's cross country JMU's women's cross coiDltry team had one of its finest
seasons ever with a second-place fmish at both the Colonial Athletic Association Championships and the Virginia
State Championships and a lOth-place showing at the
NCAA Region II Championships. The Dukes' CAA finish
was the team's best performance in the conference meet
since 1984.
Senior Patricia Ritter of Edinburg, Va., placed sixth, and
junior Juli Speights of Annandale. Va., finished seventh in
the conference meet Both earned all-conference honors.
Ritter, who finished 27th in the NCAA Region II meet,
was voted the team's MVP for the third straight year.

Women's golf
The JMU women's golf team's top finishes last fall included third place in the Eastern College Athletic Conference Championships, third place in the Longwood College
Invitational Tournament and fifth place in the JMU Invitational Tournament
Sophomore Calay Jaynes of Pittsburgh, was the Dukes'
top fmisher in three tournaments. Her best performance
came at Longwood, where she shot a 77-80-75-232 to
place fourth.
Senior Molly McCann of Johnstown, Pa., finished 1Oth
and Jaynes 11th in the ECAC tournament, held at Penn
State in October.

Women's soccer
The JMU women's soccer team, in its frrst year of intercollegiate competition. compiled an 11-7-0 record and was
ranked among the top 10 teams in the Northeast Region
throughout the season. The Dukes, who outscored their opponents 63-21, posted key wins over George Washington.
Maryland and Monmouth and had respectable losses on the
road at top-ranked Virginia (2-0) and ninth-ranked William
and Mary (3-1).
Freshman Kerri O'Connell of Fairfax, Va.,Ied the
Dukes with 15 goals and one assist and set a school singlegame record of four goals.
Freshman mi\lfieldet Carrie \'roost of. Ricbmond, V a.,

who led the.team in assists with 12, was voted JMU's offensive MVP. Freshman back Chantel Schwandt of Fair- fax, Va., who had 10 goals and six assists, was named the
defensive MVP. Sophomore back LeeAnne Marinaccio of
St. Charles, Ill., received the Coaches Award.

Women's tennis
The JMU women's tennis team had a number of firstrate individual performances in the fall season, which consisted primarily of tournament play.
Senior Justine Higgins of Groton. Mass., and freshman
Jody Craybas of East Greenwich, R.I., won the B flight
doubles consolation ro\Dld at the Eastern Collegiate Championships, held in September in Hamilton, N.J. Freshman
Darian Smith of Jupiter, Fla., won the tournament's C
flight singles title.
·
JMU finished fifth in the Eastern College Athletic Conference Championships at Yale. The doubles team of junior Amy Wilder of Winnetka, Ill., and freshman Renee
Bousselaire of Springfield, V a., won the B flight consolation round. Darian Smith defeated Bousselaire to win the B
flight singles consolation round title.
Four singles players and a doubles team received invitations to the Intercollegiate Tennis Coaches Association Regional Tournament, held in November in Philadelphia.
Junior Daniela Pino of Tarija, Bolivia, and Justine Higgins
were doubles q!larterfmalists, and Pino advanced to the
round of 16 in singles play.

Volleyball
1M U 's volleyball team improved with a 16-17 record
this season but finished fifth in the Colonial Athletic Association Championships after suffering a first-round loss to
tournament host UNC Wilmington. During regular-season
play the Dukes had second-place tournament finishes at the
Coastal Carolina Invitational, the Towson State Invitational and the JMU Invitational.
Senior outside hitter Patti Ray of Clovis, Calif., was
named to the all-conference team. Junior middle hitter
Elizabeth Dean of Abingdon, Va., was voted JMU's MVP,
and freshman middle hitter Melissa Skasko of Waynesboro, Pa., was named the team's most improved player.
The Dukes established four school season records, including assist average (10.1) and dig average (15.8). Junior
setter Molly Ball of Santa Cruz, Calif., set five school career records, including assists (2, 137) and digs (859).

Scherer to coach Dukes' football
William B. "Rip" Scherer, offensive coordinator at the University of Arizona for the last three seasons, was named
JMU's head football coach Dec. 14. He accepted a five-year contract.
"Coaching at James Madison University is a is an excellent opportunity for me." Scherer said. "JMU has a solid foundation on which to build, and hopefully we can be a very successful Division 1-AA program."
Scherer was a three-year letterman as a quarterback at William & Mary and graduated in 1974. He has coached at the
University of Virginia and has recruited extensively in Viiginia and the middle-Atlantic region. Scherer's wife, Michele, is
a Virginia native, and his parents live in Pittsburgh.
Scherer served as a graduate assistant at Penn State under Joe Paterno immediately after completing his collegiate playing career, then coached at North Carolina State. Hawaii and Louisiana State before spending seven years at Georgia Tech.
where he was offensive coordinator.
Scherer was offensive coordinator and assistant head coach at Alabama in 1987 after leaving Goorgia Tech, and he became offensive coordinator at Arizona in 1988. At Arizona he also serves as coordinator of all football operations, including recruiting, budgetary matters, travel and NCAA rules compliance.
The 38-year-<>ld Scherer succeeds Joe Purzycki, who resigned in November after coaching at JMU for six seasons and
directing the Dukes to a 34-30-2 record. Purzycki will serve out the remainder of his contract in athletic administration.
JMU ranked among the top 20 teams in Division 1-AA in total defense in each of Purzycki's and defensive coordinator
See Scherer, Page 25

Senior Steve Hood
eyes NBA future
Attendance at JMU 's 199091 basketball games will be
. higher than usual if for no other reason than the number of
scouts observiflg senior guard
Steve Hood.
Hood was the Colonial Athletic Association's player of
the year and leading scorer a
year ago, an All-America candidate and a potential selection in the professional basketball draft this season.
The 6-foot-7 New Carrollton, Md., native averaged 22.0
points per game in 1989-90, and he was the nation's 12th- leading returning scorer. He also is among the nation's
more-aecurate long-ranged shooters.
The Sporting News' preseason basketball issue listed
Hood as the nation's fifth-best shooting guard, noting his
"shooting range for height."
Hood ably demonstrated those skills a year ago in his
frrst JMU season. After sitting out a season under NCAA
rules regarding transfer players, he hit on 68 of 141 shots
from three-point range and all but rewrote the section of
the JMU record book on three-pointers.
He'hit on six straight three-point shots at Old Dominion
to tie JMU's record for three-point field goals in a game,
and his 68 treys overall set team season and career records.
That's right. He set the JMU career record for threepointers in only one season.
Hood is ranked seventh nationally among returning
players in three-point shooting, and he hopes to improve
on those marks this season.
With the anticipated improvement hopefully will come
the realization 9f two long-time Hood goals: to gain AllAmerica recognition and to be a first-round choice in the
National Basketball Association draft.
Scoring well for a successful team is the best way to
reach those goals, and Hood's normal practice-day routine
demonstates his determination. Often, after teammates
leave the floor, Hood can be found still working on his
shooting. His typical workout includes hitting shots from
six to eight locations well beyond the three-point line (often even standing out of boWlds in front of the team
bench). He won't leave the floor before connecting on a series of shots from each designated spot
The combination of Hood's height and shooting range
drew large numbers of professional scouts to early-season
JMU games and should provide the political science major
with the opportunity to play in the NBA. If that goal is realized, he will be the second JMU player to reach the top
rung of the professional basketball ladder.
Linton Townes (1978-82) played several NBA seasons,
mostly with the Portland Trail Blazers. Other former
Dukes drafted by the NBA are Sherman Dillard, Steve
Stielper, Dan Ruland and Charles Fisher.

Offensive MVP Ricky Engelfried (top) set career
scoring records with senior defender Stephen Gill.
Sophomore link Rosheen Campbell (below) and
the Dukes placed fourth in SAC Championships.
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Eupton Jackson collects football honors
Senior free safety Eupton Jackson will leave JMU as
probably the most-honored player in the football team's
history. The Big Stone Gap, Va., native was named to
three All-America teams and was chosen the Virginia Division I Defensive Player of Year in early December. Several
other All-America squads remained to be selected, but
Jackson's place as one of the Dukes' all-time leading
players is secure.
Jackson led JMU ir1 tackles in 1990 for the second
straight year, and he started every Dukes game for four
straight seasons. He was JMU's 1990 captain and expects
to complete his studies m business and public administration tlu.< sormg.
"Eupto1, j, an outstanding example of what you look for
in ..1 stuaent-athlete," sa1d Joe Purzycki, who coached the
6-foo ,-2 .!IS-pounder for four seasons. "He has been a
leader on ana off the field in the football program and also
m the JMl.J student body. He has worked hard in the classroom ana IS mdividual in which the JMU community can
take great pnde."
Jackson took part in 92 tackles for JMU ' s 5-6 team in
1990 and 362m his career.
The Roanoke Times & World-News annually selects the
state'• offens1ve and defensive players of the year and
names an all-state team. Jackson' s award marked the third
time m nme seasons that a JMU player has received a state
player of the year award.
Gary Clark (1 980-83) received state offensive player of
the year honors in 1982, and Charles Haley was the state ·
defensive player of the year in 1985. Both have gone on to
receive All-Pro recognition, and Haley has played on two

Super Bowl champion teams
with the San Francisco 49ers
and Clark one with the Washington Redskirls.
Namirlg Jackson to AllAmerica teams have been Kodak, the Walter Camp Foundation and The Sports Network.
Joining Jackson on the R?anoke newspaper's all-state
first team were senior offensive tackle D.R. Carlson and
senior punter Scott Todd. Senior offensive guard Eric Baylor ana Juruor linebacker Shannon Vissman were named to
the secon<. team
Four Dukes were named to the all-state team annually
chosen by the state's sports information directors. Jackson
was one of only two unanimous selections to the team,
whose firs t unit also included Carlson, Baylor ana Vissman. Jackson and Carlson were named for the second
straight year.
Jackson and Vissman led a JMU defense that allowed an
average of only 292 yards per game, the 17th-best figure
among the nation' s 88 Division 1-AA football teams. JMU
has ranked among the top 20 in tOtal defense in Division 1AA for SIX straight seasons.
Carlson and Baylor were the leading players on an offensive line that helped JMU average 253.5 yards per game
rushing, the eighth-best mark in Division I-AA. Todd had
a JMU career record 41.0 punting average.

Scherer
Continued from Page 24
,
Jim Pletcher's six years with the team.
A JMU player has been selected in the National Football League (NFL) draft after each of Purzycki's seasons with the
team. Charles Haley was selected by the San Francisco 49ers in 1986, Warren Marshall by the Denver Broncos in 1987,
Neal Wilkinson by the Green Bay Packers in 1988, Shawn Woodson by the Minnesota Vikings in 1989 and Steve Bates by
the Los Angeles Rams in 1990. The Dukes' 1990 team captain, free safety Eupton Jackson, is a probable 1991 draft selection after an outstanding four:Year JMU career.
Purzycki was the Virginia Sports Information Directors University Division Coach of the Year in 1987 while ·at JMU. In
1988, he was the first recipient of the University of Delaware's College of Physical Education, Athletics and Recreation
Outstanding Alumni Award.
·

T~e Duke's MARC~ MAdNess STARTS wiT~ T~E

Hall of Fame nominations
Nomirlations for the JMU Sports Hall of Fame are being
solicited by the JMU athletic department. The Hall of
Fame was established to recognize and honor individuals
who, through athletic achievements as a student, coach or
administrator, have brought recognition to themselves and
JMU.
Former JMU students, coaches or administrators are eligible for nomination. Students nomirlated for the award
must have been a member of a JMU athletic team or participated in a sports-related activity at the university. The student must have earned a bachelor's degree from JMU or
left the university in good standing.
Student nominees will only be considered after a period
of 10 yeras since leaving the university, and other nominees will be considered after three years since honorable
termination of employment at JM U.
The next Sports Hall of Fame inductions are scheduled
for April 1991, and nominations are due no later than
March 1. Nomination forms are available by writing to the
Athletic Department, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA 22807.

Baseball
Second-year head coach Ray Heatwole returns seven
starting fielders and four starting pitchers for the 1991
JMU baseball campaign. The Dukes finished 27-19 a year
ago and a disappointing fifth-pllice in the Colonial Athletic
Association. The Dukes were somewhat victimized by
poor weather as seven conference games were cancelled.
, This year's Colonial schedule has been expanded from
15 to 20 league games. The Dukes will play each of their
five Colonial foes twice at lfome and twice away.
"We will have to play better than last year just to have
as many wins," said Heatwole of the 1991 slate.
Seniors Dwight Rowe of Carlisle, Pa., and Mark Jones
of Mechanicsville, Va., will serve the Dukes as captains.
Rowe has been JMU's starting center fielder since his
freshman year when the Dukes received an at-large berth
to the NCAA regional tournament. He hit .329 and led the
squad with seven home runs and 39 runs batted in as ajWJior. Jones, a right-handed pitcher, posted a 4-3 mark with a
2.29 earned run average a year ago.
East Carolina will host !his year's CAA Championship
Tournament in Greenville, N.C., this May (14-17). The
winner earns an automatic berth to the NCAA regionals.
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Wirtz

Continued from -Page 17

what was wrong with the Garden of Eden. Eve thought Adam
said give me the apple, but what he really said was give me
some grits and scrapple."
Such is life in the gospel according to Wirtz. And to think, it
all started in Harrisonburg, where JMU students considered
Wirtz one of their favorites.
Wirtz, who graduated in 1979 with a degree in special education, spent the better part of nine years in Harrisonburg, developing his ministerial persona and learning his musical crafl
Some of his most memorable performances and fondest
memories, he says, were $25-a-night gigs at Calhoun's and the
Elbow Room, two now-defunct nightclubs.
While still at JMU, he went on the road with Sunnnyland
Slim, a bluesman he considers a mentor of sorts, and played
with several rock and blues bands.
Nurtured in roadhouses, comedy clubs and student unions
throughout the South, his act eventually gained him national

recognition.
But does he ever miss life in the 'Burg?
"Sure," says Wirtz, whQ originally hails ~om Aik~: S.C.
"Some of my more notorious songs were wntten there.
And of course. notorious songs are his stock and trade. In
the offbeat expanse of his off-color career, for instance, he's
asked the musical question "Will There Be a Shopping Mall in .
Heaven?" He's fallen in love with a midget wrestler in ''Teenie
Weenie Meanie," and taken listeners to a "Menponite Surf Party."
Wirtz, who turned 36 this year, says he's far from finished
spreading this special brand of gospel.
"Doing what I'm doing there's no real age factor. If you're
trying to play mainstream rock music, after about 30 age starts
to catch up with you. But there's no age factor on weirdness."
Recently he's been working the comedy club circuit and .
while he enjoys performing at most of his tour stops, h~ admits
they can be unpredictable venues.
"Comedy rooms can be great, wonderful places where you
share the comedic experience of life and take the pain and

wrap up Continued from Page 25
Men's cross country

.

.

. .

.

Men's tennis
First-year head coach Drew Wittman inherited an experienced and successful gro~p of tennis
players when he took the reins of the Dukes' men's tennis program. This fall the Dukes gained a bit
of regional respect with their showings in several tournamenl~.
Playing in a very strong field at the South Carolina Tournament, the Dukes didn' t win any championships, but did upset several top seeds. Senior Matt Goetz of Glens Falls, N.Y., advanced furth!!r
than any other JMU entry, gaining the semifinals of his flight.
Goetz, senior Marc Brix of Manheim, Germany, and senior Stephen Secord of Dumfries, Va., received bids to compete in the Rolex Region II, Division I Qualifying Tournament, the region's top
fail event Brix and Secord teamed up to advance ro the quartertmals in doubles play.
Goetz completed \he fal\ schedule wi\h a 13-'2. record wh.ile Secord went 9-4 and Brix 8-3 . The
Dukes also had strong pe:rtormances uom seniors \\anis Rosenb\a\\ (.1_()-3) ot \'o\Omac, Md., and
Dave Swartz (8-5) of York, Pa., as well as from freshman Sean White (10-3) of Virginia Beach., Va.

.

. .

. .

.

The Dukes claimed the title of therr own lnvitatJOnaJ to high11ght the fall . It was the JMU s first
championship in the 16-year history of the tournament, and 16 teams co~prised the fiel? ..
Junior Kevin South of Richmond, Va., placed third among 80 golfers m the JMU Invttauonal and
Jed the Dukes throughout the fall with an average of 74.8 strokes for 12 rounds of play. Senior Jeff
Forbes of Annandale, Va., posted a 76.9 average and freshman Rich Hannah of Virginia Beach, Va.,
carded a respectable 77.6.
•
.
.
, .
:
This spring the Dukes will compete in seven tournaments mcludmg_the JMl! ~pnng Clas~Jc .
(March 7-9) in Luray, Va. JMU will challenge for the Colonial Athleuc Ass~cJa.tJOn Champ1?nsh1¥s
(April 5-7) in Wilson, N.C. The Dukes hope to receive a bid to the NCAA District II Championships
(May 4-5) in Easton, Md.

Men's soccer
JMU's men's soccer team shared the regular-season championship of the Colonial Athletic Association with George Mason, al!J!ough a 1-0 loss to American eliminated the Dukes in the opening round
of the CAA tournament. JMU, which finished with a 14-5-1 record, was ranked among the top 10
teams in the South Atlantic Region throughout the season. Four of the Dukes ' losses came to top 20
teams and JMU received votes in the top 20 poll late in the season.
Se~ior defender Stephen Gill of Newcastle, England, and senior forward Ricky Engelfried of ~es
ton, Va, were first team all-region selections, and junior midfielder Patrick Burke of San Antomo,
Texas, was named to the all-region third team.
Gill, Engelfried, Burke, senior midfielder John Stroud of Rockville, Md., and junior defender Scott
Davis of Vienna V a., were all-conference choices.
· Engelfried, who set JMU career records for goals (38) and points (98), was vote~ the team ' s offensive MVP, and Gill and junior Mike Hauschild of Potomac, Md., shared the defensJve.MVP award.

Field hockey

-

. -

Or?
''Or they can be a room full of guys with their hats turned
backwards doing the Arsenio Hall bark."
Look out, Billy's getting on a roll.
"Comedy can be absolute, murderous, unmitigated, threeshades-of-the-most visual and auditory hell you can imagine
with a bunch of angry drunk people who aren't there to laugh,
just want to bait you.
"You'll have40 drunk rednecks in Alabama going 'whoo,
whoo, whoo.' And you think, why have I done this with my
life?
'Then next day you (knock 'em dead) and there's no better
rush. It's beyond sex. Time is suspended. You'rejust up there
and it's the most wonderful experience and you go, oh yeah,
this is why I do this."
A pause, then a breath as the reverend realizes he's lapsed
into a mini-sermon.
"I knew I shouldn't have eaten ice cream this early in the
day."

Cohen continued from Page 7

The Dukes finished third in the eight-team field of the Coloma] Athleuc AssociatiOn Championships, Nov. 3 in Williamsburg, Va William and Mary won the event, leaving seven-time defending
champion Navy in second place.
_
Sophomore Chris Straub of Lewisberry, Pa. was JMU's top finisher, covering the five-mile course
in 26 minutes and 20 seconds to place 15th among 69 entries. Sophomore and transfer Chris Baker of
Erie, Pa. placed 16th in a time of26:22.
Freshman Matt Holthaus placed 13th among nearly 200 individuals at The Athletics Congress Junior Nationals in New York, New York. Holthaus covered the 5,000-meter course in 16:09.

Men's golf

trials and tribulations of day-to-day life and refract them and
help ease people's suffering," says Wirtz.

.

.

The JMU field hockey team placed fourth in the South Atlantic Conference Champ10nshi~s and.
finished the year with a 7-15-1 record. Thirteen of the Dukes' defeats were I? top 20 teams, mcludmg
a 1-0 loss to eventual national champion Old Dominion and a 3-0 loss to natwnal runner -l!P North
Carolina.
Junior midfielder Heather Owen of Camp Hill, Pa., who led JMU in scoring with 11 goals, was
named to the All-South Region Team. She and senior goalkeeper Laura Knapp of Tuckerton, N.J.,
both earned all-conference honors. Knapp established JMU records for saves in a game (35), season
(387) and career (968).

portray Bolingbroke. That was when I realized what fun Shakespeare was."
At that performance, _the Cohens were close to the action and could see and hear everything.
'That made the biggest difference," Cohen says, "and that's what we're going back to in Shenandoah Shakespeare Express."
.
The express began with a successful student production of Henry V in Theatre II. Cohen's backto-basics approach to Shakespeare worked so well with Henry V audiences that he decided a traveling Shakespeare theater based on the same principles of ease and simplicity woula capture the interest of all community members. It is now the only Shakespeare company in Virginia. Eleven student
actors, Cohen and co-director Warren now form the express.
"All this company is about," says Cohen, "is showing that Shakespeare is accessible. It' s an outgrowth of my belief that Shakespeare is very easy to understand if it's done right. People assume
that he's great, but only to study in school. This company proves them wrong."
Experts have given the express rave reviews and have favorably compared them to the best
Shakespeare companies in England. The company performed at the Shakespeare Association of
America convention in Philadelphia. "It was the first time the convention included a production,"
says Cohen, "and they went nuts. Some said it was the best production of Julius Caesar they'd
seen."
There were about 150 Shakespeare scholars there, 80 of them seated on the floor , he says.
Since the express began, Cohen has built a board of directors of famous names and faces, among
them Miles Anderson of the Royal Shakespeare Company; Dame Judi Dench, actress and jewel of ·
British theater; Barbara Mowat, editor of Shakespeare Quarterly; Phoef Sutton ('81) writer and producer for Cheers· Sam Wanamaker, an actor most noted for his campaign to build the new Globe
theatre; and Jerry Zaks, ·a New York director, form~r director of Lincoln Center's Vivian Beawnont
Theatre and winner of two Tony Awards for best drrector.
.
Portfolio, a magazine for \he arts, writes that \he express demonstrates "How great Shakespeare
.
. .
is, especially up close and personal."
More important to Cohen, however, are the rave reviews from those _who previOus!~ dJShk~ or
were unfamiliar with Shakespeare. Last year the express transfixed a Rtchmond, Va., 1nner-c1ty
school with Julius Caesar and delighted a JMU audience with a surprise performance in the Warren ·
Campus Center lounge. After a high school performance one senior remarked, "It was exciting,
theatrical, believable and altogether excellent."
,
.. . .
Cohen has developed a theater that is fresh and true to S~~e~.peare s style, but 1t IS not a novel
approach," Warren says. "It's the same way Sh~esp~e ~!d It.
.
.
. .
"It's the best acting experience I've ever had m my life, says Marrue Penrung, a Junior who has
been with the express for a season. "People understand the language, they understand the story.
They get excited about it."
.'
.
.
Just as the express involves the audience in every performru:ce, Cohe':l m_volves his stud':nts m
class, showing them that Shakespeare is accessible and fun. H1s populanty IS apparent by h1s swarm
of student followers. "I'm accused of being a Pied Piper," Cohen says, "but I'm equally a fan of
some of my students."
.
,
.
Senior English major Paul Lord, who JUSt completed Cohen s Shakespeare. T:a?.edJes course,
says, "Ralph gets so excited about what he's teaching that you get caught up m tt.
. .
"He can show you that Shakespeare wrote for the co~on pe~ple- th~t ev~ryo~e can enJOY 1t.
Just the fact that he gets so excited about it gets you in 1t as well, says semor Jtm Hmes.
Cohen is passing his Shakespeare contagion along to ot~er teachers, too. He ~ecently s~rv~d as
guest editor of an issue of Shakespeare Quarterly on teachmg ~hakespeare. He IS now firush~g ~p a
guide to teaching Shakespeare, Becoming Shakespeare, in wh1ch he conveys some general prmcJples, some do's and don'ts and Seven Deadly Preconceptions to avoid the moans and groans high
. .
..
school teachers get from their stl!dents at the mention of_Shakespeare.
Yet Cohen, too, was once a high school student. And 1f everybody else m h1gh school hated
Shakespeare," JMU's English professor must have ?een a little s~ange back ~en. In a rar~ moment,
Cohen refrains from any number of comebacks, smiles and explams he wasn t always thrilled by
Shakespeare either.
.
. . ,
But the turning point for Cohen came durmg a moment of_ Lawrence Ohv1~r s. performance of
Henry V, when the king had conquered France and was woomg the French kmg s daughter_.
"I was thinking, 'Come on, this is not a love story. This woman is booty. She has no ch01ce.
She'll do whatever her father tells her to do,' Cohen says.
'Then she Henry, 'Is it possible that I should Jove the enemy of France?'
'That was real to me.
"Henry says, and this just blew me away, 'No, it is not P?ssible ... bu~ in lo~ing me ~o~ should
Jove the friend of France, for I love France so well that I Will not part With a VIllage of tt.
"I thought, 'wow!'
.
.
"Henry was in a no-lose courtship. Shakespeare knew 1t, and wrote 1t that way . .
"You can never get ahead of him," Cohen says. "We haven't learned a d:.nn thing. Shakespeare
knows the human heart."

The.Shenandoah Shakespeare Express is presenting Measure for Me~sure and Twelfth !'Jight for
its 1991 season. Measure for Measure opens on Feb.15, andTwelfthNtght opens onApnl6: The
express is available for booking weekends from Feb. 15 to May4 and seven days a weekdunng the
summer to Aug. 17 at costs ranging from $500 to $1,000 for one show and $80~ t~ $1,600 for two.
When the company is not on the road, it will perform at the Dayton, Va., Learnmg Center.

~MU~~~r~----~---~---~----~---~---~--,~
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Harrisonburg, VA • 703-568-6121

Sold to:
Name._____________

Ship to:
Narne_______________

Address'----- -- - - - - City_______________

Address_____________
City________________

State______ ZIP_____
Enclosed is.__________

State_______ ZIP______

Check_Money Order___
in the amount of$______
(Make payable to James
Madison University)
May we substitute
ITEM DESCRIPTION

I

We honor
1
Master Card___ Visa____ 1
Account number
Expiration date_________

1

Signature required

SIZE COLOR QTY PRICE TOTAL

2
3

I

TOTAL MERCHANDISE $

1 VA RESIDENTS ADD 4.5% SALES TAX $
l

Postage and handling listed In parenthesis besde ttem

I

$

TOTAL ORDER $

Sorry, but no C.O.D. orders can be accepted. Prices are subject to
change wuhout notice. Please allow three to four weeks tor delivery.
Dayt1me phone number - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

L----------------------~
GIFTS AND
ACCESSORIES
Gift certificates, assorted
glassware, pewter and
ceramics are available.
Stadium blanket, gray
wool, purple JMU.
($3) $44.95
ALUMNI CHAIRS
Captain's chair
$200-$215 (plus freight)
Rockers
$200-$215 (plus freight)

r
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
L

GOLF ACCESSORIES
Club covers ($2) $22.95
Tee's and markers
($1.25) $1 .49
Golf Balls
Three for ($1.50) $14.95
Blazer Buttons 7pc. set
($1.25) $27.95
Lapel Pin, stick pin or
charm
($1.25) $8.95
WOODEN CLOCKS
Walnut, Wilson Cupola
Oak, JMU Seal
($2.25) $39.50

WOODEN BOOKENDS
Oak, JMU seal
Walnut, Wilson cupola

ALUMNI HATS
Gray, purple or white
corduroy ($1.50) $10.95

($2) $24.99
Cross Ballpoint Pen,
classic black with JMU
logo
($ 1.25) $25.95

Alumni plastic tumbler,
purple
($1.25) $2.25

Sweater, white/purple,
12-18
($1.59) $16.99

Baby bottle, imprinted
($ 1.25) $6.95

Booties, white/purple/
gold
($1 .59) $6.95

IMPRINTED
CLOTHING

Cup and bowl, plastic
($1 .59) $4.50

BABY ITEMS
ALUMNI ClOTHING

Cloth bib, imprinted

Sweatshirt, gray or
purple. Imprint size:
M-XL
($2.50) $23.99

($1.59) $6.50
Pewter cup, imprinted
($1.59) $15.99

Receiving blanket, white

($1 .59) $10.99

Adult T-shirt, sweatshirt,
shorts, sweaters , sweatpants and hats, assorted
s tyles and colors, sizes
S-XL Childrens · T-shirts

and sweatshirts, sizes
S-M-\.... Somes s~\es \n
toddler and inl ants.

,
------------

-

If you are planning to move any time soon, please let us know so we can make sure you don't miss
any issues of Montpelier and other alumni information. Also, your fellow alumni are interested in knowing what you are doing, so send us some information about yourself on the form below. Please feel
free to include a black and white photograph of yourself (color prints, color slides or negatives are not
acceptable) and we will include it along with your Class Note.

New Address:
Name------------------- Class Year - - - - - Address___ _ _ __ __ __ __ _ __ _ _ __ _
City_ _ _ __ _ _ State_ Zip Code
Social Security No. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Telephone-+- + - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Employer I Position _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Business Address --------- - - - - - - - - - - - - ---- - -

Former Address:
Name ___________________ Class Year ----------Address ______________________________________
City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ Zip Code _ _ _ _ _ __
Social Security No. - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - Telephone -+- +--- - - -- - -- -- - - - - Employer I Position ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _
Business Address ------------------------------- - -

In order to ensure accuracy and to help us serve you better, we
always need certain information in a Class Note. Please begin
the note with your full name and class year. If your spouse was a
graduate of JMU, please include the class year along with his or
her full name. Because. the mailing label on your Montpelier contains information about you, be sure it is included with Class
Note information.

Name

Class Year

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

..
--------------------------Send to JMU Alumni, Sonner Hall, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Va. 22807 or call (703) 568-6234 to update your alumni record.

ven s
FEBRUARY
2 MEN'S BASKETBALL, at WilIiam and Mary, 2 p.m. Pre-game
party at the Polo Club.
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, 7:30
p.m., Convocation Center. The
Dukes meet Liberty.
5 • JMU THEATRE, 8 p.m. Feb.
5-9,2 p.m. Feb. 10, LatimerShaeffer Theatre, Duke Hall. "Moliere" by Mikhail Bulgakov. Ticket
reservations may be made by calling 568-7000.
GREATER PENINSULA CHAPTER meeting, planning for all
spring events.

6 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL,
7:30 p.m., Convocation Center. The
Dukes meet Richmond.
MEN'S BASKETBALL, at Richmood, 7:30p.m. Post-game party at
University of Richmond's Alumni
Hall.
7 CHARLOTTESVILLE CHAPTER RECEPTION at Charlottesville Omni 7-10 p.m.
9 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, at
East Carolina, 7 p.m.
MEN'S BASKETBALL, 1:30
p.m., Convocation Center. The
Dukes meet East Carolina.
11 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, at
North Carolina Wilmington, 7 p.m.
MEN'S BASKETBALL, 7:30
p.m., Convocation Center. The
Dukes meet North Carolina Wilmington.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, 7:30
p.m., Convocation Center. The
Dukes meet American.

activities in Marriott.

7 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, at
the Colonial Championships, Convocation Center. Continues through
March 9.

19 MEN'S BASKETBALL, 7:30
p.m., Convocation Center. The
Dukes meet Navy.
* MUSIC SERIES, 8 p.m., Wilson
Hall Auditorium. "An Evening at
the Symphony" features the JMU
Orchestra and mezzo soprano Sandra Cryder performing Mahler's
"Songs of the Death of Children"
and Eric Ruple playing Rachmaninoff's Second Piano Concerto. Ticket reservations may be made by
calling 568-7000.

14 MEN'S BASKETBALL NCAA
SUB-REGIONALS. Continues
through March 17.

20 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL,
7:30p.m., Convocation Center. The
Dukes meet Howard.

16 METRO WASIDNGTON ST.
PATRICK'S DAY PARTY atHa
Penny Lion.

21 MEN'S BASKETBALL, 7:30
p.m., Convocation Center. The
Dukes meet Virginia Military Institute.

21 MEN'S BASKETBALL NCAA
REGIONALS. Continues through
March 24.

22 * DANCE SERIES, 8 p.m. Feb.
22 and 23, 2 p.m. Feb. 24, LatimerShaeffer Theatre, Duke Hall. The
Contemporary Dance Ensemble
presents a broad spectrum of dance
styles- ballet, modem and jazz
Qieces. Ticket reservations may be
made by calling 568-1000.
23 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, at
George Mason, 5:30p.m.
MEN'S BASKETBALL, at George
Mason, 2 p.m.
26 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, at
Richmond, 7 p.m.

12 *MUSIC SERIES, 8 p.m., Wilson Hall Auditorium. "Music from
Vienna" features selections by
Haydn, Brahms, Mozart and Johann Strauss. Ticket reservations
may be made by calling 568-7000.

30 MEN'S BASKETBALL,
NCAA FINAL FOUR. Continues
through April 1.

APRIL
1 *FINE ARTS SERIES, 8 p.m.,
Wilson Hall Auditorium. "Into the
Woods," the Tony Award-winning
collaboration between Stephen
Sondheim and James Lapine, is a
unique "fairy tale" drama that unfolds as a haunting and complex
commentary on basic moral dilemmas facing society. Ticket reservations may be made by calling 5687000.

the art scholarship fund. Continues
through April 7. Call Ruth Keeler
for more information at 703-JMU6622.

12 ROCCO FORUM ON THE FUTURE
16 * JMU THEATRE, 8 p.m. April
17-20, 2 p.m. April 21, LatimerShaeffer Theatre, Duke Hall: "Uncommon Women and Others" by
Wendy Wasserstein. Ticket reservations may be made by caUing
568-7000.
19 FOUNDERS WEEKEND continues through April20 with Parents Council activities and alumni
reunions for the Bluestone Society
and the classes of 1941, '46, '51 &
'56.
20 GREATER PENINSULA SUNSET CRUISE on American Rover,
5:30-8:30 p.m. from Waterside.

MAY
4 COMMENCEMENT, 10 a.m.,
Bridgeforth Stadium.
GREATER PENINSULA FIRST
ANNUAL TENNIS TOURNAMENT & PICNIC, Back Creek
Park, York County, all day.

10 TIDEWATER CHAPTER
GOLF OUTING
13 METRO WASHINGTON
CHAPTER GOLF OUTING

AUGUST
2 COMMENCEMENT

13 *FINE ARTS SERIES, 8 p.m.,
Wilson HaD Auditorium. The Duke
EDington Orchestra, under the direction of son Mercer Ellington,
covers a stylistic range from jazz to
calypso, swing and bop to sophisticated ballads. Ticket reservations
may be made by calling 568-7000.
16 MEN'S BASKETBALL, at
American, 7 p.m.

MARCH
1 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL,
7:30p.m., Convocation Center. The
Dukes meet William and Mary.
2 MEN'S BASKETBALL, at the
Richfood-Colonial Championships
in Richmond. Continues through
March 4. All pre- and post-game

2 * JMU THEATRE, 8 p.m. April
2-6,2 p.m. April7, LatimerShaeffer Theatre, Duke Hall. "Sizwe Bansi is Dead" by Athol Fugard, John Kani and Winston
Ntshona Ticket reservations may
be made by caUing 568-7000.
6 FIFTH ANNUAL JMU BENEFIT ART AUCTION at the Homestead in Hot Springs, Va., to benefit

SEPTEMBER
19 Reunion for the class of 1956

OCTOBER
5-7 PARENTS WEEKEND
18 Reunions for the classes of 1961
and 1966.
25-27 HOMECOMING WEEKENDwith festival on Godwin Field,
football and class reunions.
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Address correction requested

Parents of JMU graduates:
If this issue is addressed to your son or daughter who no longer maintains
a permanent address at your home, please notify the Alumni Office of the
new mailing address.
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